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Bane * N= NArTTON: 


BEING SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Humbly offer'd to the 


LEGISLATURE. 


By which it will appear, 


+: That the LanveDd INTEREST ſuffers near 
a Million a Year, by the Diſtilling, Compounding 
and Vending of SP1R1-TS; with ſome Remarks 
relating to the REVENUE: -— And the 
 Fravps of the BRITISH DisTiLLERY 
Expogd and Detected. 


IL A PHYSICAL AccounT {dun from 
ExPERIMENTS and the Opinions of the moſt 
Eminent PRHVYSICIANS) of the NATURE of 
all Di$STiLL'D SPIRITUOoUS L1quoRs, 


and the Malignant Effects they have upon 
Human Bodies. 


_ — 


The SECOND Dirnen Improv'd and Enlar 'd ; with a 
NEW INTRODUCTIO 


To which. is added | 
An A PPENDI X, 


Containing 


The late Pa tsSENTMENTS of the Grand-Juries 
of London, Middleſex, and the Tower-Hamlets : 'Toge- 


ther with the Report made by His Majeſty's Juſtices "of 
the Peace at weir s Hall, Fan. 1735-6. 
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| I had to ſay by way of Pre- 
ee, into the following 1 
— pucroxr DiSCOURst, I ſhall 
8 N e in this Place; That in the 
Part relating to the LANDED INTEREST, 
hae bad the Aſſiſtance of a Worthy 
Getleman, who has had the Care of a 
1 large Eſtate for ſome Tears paſt ; and haue 
T7 | alſo conſulted ſome Eminent Farmers in 
F different Parts of the Kingdom; and I can 
fee no Reaſon, from any. pr I have yet 
read to the contrary, to alter either my 
Calculations or Obſervations from them.— 
Whoever thinks them too high, may leſſen 
the Firſt Number of Gin-Drinkers One 
Half, if he pleaſes, — and there will ſtill 
remain a Loſs to the Landed Intereſt in 
the Demand for the Conſumption of all the 
other Produce of the Kingdom, enough to 
over-balance any e Gain, I _ 
Diſtillens taking uantities either 0 
bad or good Corn. — —— we have the 
decreaſing and weakning, the debaſing the 
Ne and depraving the Morals of 
a 2 Thou- 


Thouſands of the laborious Part of the Na- 
tion, and the Ruin and Deaths of Genera- 


tions to come, to throw into the Scale, which 


ought to weigh down all other leſſer and 

collateral Conſiderations. „ 

In the PhrsicAlL AccouNr, I have been 
very much indebted to an Ingenious and 


Learned Gentleman, well known and ad-. 


mir d by the whole Faculty ſtho not of that 


Honourable Body) and whoſe nice and cu- 


rious Experiments, have ſtruck out many 
new and ſurprizing Diſcoveries in that 
Science. — The Publick may be aſſur d, 
that what is ſaid from him is Matter of 
Fact, CONSEQUENCES drawn from repeated 
EXPERIMENTS : I have alſo ſubmitted this 
Part to the Fudzment of ſome. Eminent 
Phyſicians, who ooh given their Appro- 


bation of it. — I have taken the Liberty of 
putting their Senſe into plainer Words, 

avoiding as much as poſſible all TERMS OF 
ART, this Piece being deſigned for Common 
Apprehenſions, and the general Benefit of 


BOTH SEXES. 


J 
bet 


AN 


. AN 
Introductory Diſcourſe 
S HE WING THE 


Fatal Conſequences of the habitual drink- 
ing of diſtill'd Spirituous Liquors. 


= 1 RONG Waters, ſays an eminent Phy- 
ſician *, < ſhould never be taken but by 
« the Direction of a Phyſician, or in the 
c Agonies of Death: For, adds he, when 
c Perſons arrive at that State, that theſe 
« Liquors become neceſſary to their Eaſe 
cc and Freedom of Spirits, they may be 
<« juſtly reckon d among the Dead, both as to the qhort 
« Time they have to live, and the little Uſe they can be of 
cc either to Themſelves or Mankind.” We ſee from 
hence, what unneceſſary and what ſuperfluous Things 
| theſe Liquors are, and how well it would be for the 
Publick to have ſuch a Trade reftrain'd, and its Followers 
reduc'd to ſmaller Numbers. Strong Liquors, fays 
cc the ſame excellent Author, were never deſign'd for 
ce common Uſe. They were formerly kept in England, 
« as other Medicines are, in Apothecaries Shops, and 
ce preſcrib'd by . Phyſicians as they do Diaſcordium and 
c Venice-Treacle.” | 
Every one. who now paſſes thro* the Streets of 
this great Metropolis, and looks into the Diſtillers 
Shops, and thoſe who deal in Spirituous Liquors 


* Dr. Cheyne in his Eſſay on Health. 
„ A 3 | muſt 


Sf 7, 


muſt ſee, even in Shops of a crec ble and whole: 


ſale Appearance, a Croud of poor ragged People, 
curſing and non wi one another,. oyer repeated 
Glaſſes of theſe deſtructive Liquors. Theſe Sights we may 
behold at all Hours of the Day, in moſt Strong-Water 


Shops, even in the High-Streets; and I am informed, 


that in ſome of the Suburb Parts, it is much worſe ; parti- 
cularly in one Place not far from Eaft-Smithfield, that 
ſuch a Trader has a large empty Room backward, where 
as his wretched Gueſts get intoxicated, they are laid to- 
ether in Heaps, promiſcuouſly, Men, Women, and 
ildren, till they recover their Senſes, when they either 
proceed to drink on, or having ſpent all they have, go 
out to find wherewithal to return to the ſame desde 
Purſuit; and how they procure more Money for this 
Purpoſe, many of them, the Seſſions-Paper too often 


acquaints us. | 


As this Infection daily ſpreads, if ſome ſudden Stop 
be not put to-ir, we may juſtly . e e That the 
i Conſequences will be multiplied to ſuch a Degree, 
nat a Remedy may come too late. We ſee the Trade 
daily increaſing, and that not only by the fairer Method 
of Succeſſion by Apprenticeſhips to regular Diſtillers, but 
by Retailers in every Corner, who leave other Imploy- 
ments to fall into This, encourag'd by the general De- 
8 of the lower Claſs of People, who run into a 

aſte for theſe pernicious Liquors, and find it always at 
Hand, in every Street, Alley, and Corner, tempting 
them to a Vice in which their depraved [Inclinatigns want 
no Furtherance. To this, with the greateſt Lgitood, 
we may juſtly impute that Deluge of Vice and Immo- 
rality, which, more then ever within theſe few Years, has 
overſpread the Nation: To this is probably owing, 
That the Murders, and Robberies we have of late 
abounded with, are not only more frequent, but more 
barbarous, than ever: That thoſe diſmal Acts, the Per- 
petration of which were wont to be confined to the 
dark and dead Night, or to the diſtant and private Road, 


are now committed in open Day, or early Twilight, and 


that in our very high Streets, both on Perſons in Coaches 


and on Foot; And hence, not improbably, proceed the 


frequent firing of Houſes, and the unparalleFd Attempts of 


Incendiaries : For what can be more evident that ſuch 
Cauſes 


(vm) ; 
Cauſes muſt produce ſuch dreadful Effects, when every 
Street and Alley affords ſeveral Receptacles for Wretches 
to fally out from, as they ſee Opportunity, as from ſo 
7 many Garriſous, upon their meditated Prey? When the 
i Opportunity is ſo ear at Hand, that there is not Room 
w for intervening Reflexion ? When their Retreat is ſo well 
ſecur'd by ſuch Places of Shelter, many of which are at 
the ſame Time Harbourers of thoſe wicked Women, 
who put them upon their Villainies, and participate in 
their Plunder, or at leaſt in the Drunkenneſs and Riot 
which is occaſion'd or defray'd by it? And when the 
| Drunkenneſs occaſion d by theſe deteſtable Liquors, is 
—Y of a deeper and more holding Nature, and fires and in- 
flames the Blood and Paſſions ſo much, that it makes 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed by it mad and deſperate, and ready 
to ingage in the moſt bold and daring Miſchiefs ; infomuc 
that han once intoxicated by theſe wrerched Liquors, 
a young Beginner in a villainous Courſe, is at once harden'd 
to Miſchief, and made capable of Attempts that would 
have ſhock d him at firſt ſetting out, and vies with the 
moſt practiſed and abandon d Villain? 85 
But not to dwell on this more dreadful and ſhocking 
Part of the Scene, we may hope the Evil worthy of 
1 publick Redreſs, were it only for the ſad Conſequences 
9 that attend it, with regard to the Servants lower 
; | Claſs of People. Tis incredible to conceive the Miſ- 
chiefs that ariſe oniy from the diſpenſing theſe Liquors 
at Chandlers Shops to our Female Servants. Theſs 
would be aſham'd to go to a Brand)-Shop or an Ale- 
Houſe, becauſe it would appear at once for what they 
went thither ; but the Chandlers-Shop furniſhes ſo many 
little Neceſſaries to a Family, that there they can un- 
ſuſpected reſort and indulge themſelves in them: All 
the little Secrets of private Families, with diſreputable 
Aggravations, are here divulged and retailed : Grievan- 
Ces, pretended or real, are appealed to this ſcandalous Bar: 
Diſobedience is here zpropagated, Goſſipping promoted, 
and new AcquaintanFes with the Servants of other Fa- 
milies fomed and cemented over thele Liquors. Leſs 
Weights and Meaſures, and extravagant Prices, are con- 
nived at for a little pay Treat of Strong-waters : 
In ſhort, innumerable Evils continually low trom this 
almoſt imperceptible Fountain; promotive of that = 
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neral Corruption in Servants, which every private Family 
feels and complains of, but cannot remed y. 

If it be objected, that there are Laws already in 
Force, which, if duly executed, would cure a great 
Part of the Diſeaſe, that of the unlicensd Shops ; we 


anſwer, That the Malady is grown to ſuch a Head, that 


it is beyond the Power of the Civil Magiſtrate to re- 
preſs it; and when the Laws are either defective in 
themſelves, or attended with inſuperable Difficulties in 
the Execution, nothing leſs than the Legiſlative Autho- 


rity can find a Remedy adequate to the Evil. Few care 


to give Informations, and thoſe from whom they ought to 
be expected, are perhaps themſelves the Aggreſſors, 

When a Fuſtice of Peace, inſpired with a true Publick 
Spirit, meets, with Inferior Officers of Courage and In- 
trepidity, and ſets about a Reformation of the Unlicenſed 
Howſes, he finds himſelf ſurrounded with Numbers of 
Pettyfogging Attorneys and Sollicitors, who watch his 
Sreps, and if there happens to be the leaſt Flaw in the 
Method of drawing up and managing the. ſeveral Pro- 
ceſſes, he finds himſelf obliged to attend a Certiorari in 


the King s- Beuch; where failing in ſome Circumſtances, 


the whole Proceedings are quaſh'd, and the Magiſtrate, 
who has been at a great Expence, has the Mortification 
to ſee the impudent Fellow triumph over him, and in- 
creaſe his iniquitous Trade. | 
_ _*Twere a vain Thing, to attempt to ſpeak to the wc 
Ears of Intereſt on this Occaſion, and to hope, in ſuc 
an Age as the preſent, to find Perſons who reap a Bene- 
fir by this 3 Trade, to ſubmit willingly to a 
Regulation ſo neceſſary to the publick Good; by which, 


however, they would make the beſt Atonement in their 


Power, for the Miſchiefs they have been the Inſtruments 
of bringing upon their Fellow- Creature. 
Such, no doubt, as can, will plead, © That they have 
« ſerved their Times to a Trade; which it will be hard 
cc to e them from purſuing:? And they will 
exert themſelves, by all imaginable Methods, to oppoſe 
every Step affecting themſelves, that may be taken to 
redreſs this crying Evil: But let us, notwithſtanding, offer 
a few Arguments, even to ſuch Men, that, tis hoped, 
will weigh down all their Pretences to particular Hard- 
ſips in this Caſe. And 
55 n 


And firſt, I would beg leave to bring a Parallel Argu- 
ment to theſe Perſons, and ſee how this Plea will hold: 
The Wiſdom of Parliament generally provides, as much 
as poſſible, for the Preſeryation of private Right; but 
when a greater Good is to be effected, the leſſer is obli- 
ged always to give way to it; and 'tis very fit it ſhould 
be ſo. The Country Gentlemen and Farmers, no doubt, 


would chooſe to ſend their Yoo! to France, as a Markert 


where they can get a much better Price for it: Why are 
they hinder'd ? For this good Reaſon, Becauſe it would 
be a National Evil. And why may not any other Ser of 
Men be reſtrain'd from the like Conſideration, and theif 
Labour, Induſtry, and Riches turn'd into another Chan- 
nel for the publick Good ? : 

And how much more reaſonably may this be done in 
the preſent Caſe, where ſo much Miſchief accrues to the 
Publick by the Uſe of theſe pernicious Liquors? Where 
the Evil is ſo Epidemick, that the greateſt Part of the Na- 
tion, that Part which is the Strength and Riches of every 
Country, the Laborious Hands, is intoxicated and ener- 
vated by a fatal Love of a ſlow but ſure Poyſon, which 
enters into the Blood and Marrow of its habitual Drinkers, 
and tranſmits its deadly Effects into the Vitals of their 
miſerable Poſterity, on whom, in all Probability, it will 
have ſuch terrible Conſequences, that in a Generation or 
two we ſhall not have People able to do the Servile 
Offices, or to cultivate our Lands. 80 1 
It is moreover to be conſidered, That all wiſe Legiſ- 
latures, and particularly out own, have always peculiarly 
3 themſelves: concerned to dictate to pri vate 
Traders, in Regard to the Prices, and Qualities, and 
Goodneſs of thoſe eſſential Particulars which regard the 
Food and Nouriſhment of their People. N 

The Butcher, the Baker, the Brewer, are all more 
immediately cognizable by the Legiſlature, as it is its laud- 
able Concern to ſee the Poor ſupply'd at reaſonable 
Rates with wholeſome Food and Drink, which are the 
prime Neceſſaries of Life: And ſhall an »pſtarr Trade, 
introduc'd upon the Luxury and Depravity of the Age, 

and which, as will be ſhewn in the following Pages, by 
its immoder ate Uſe, leſſens the Conſumption of all thoſe 
other nouriſbing and wholſome Viands, which are the 
Staffs of Life, and rhe Support of the Landed Intereſt ; 
ſhall ſuch a Buſineſs, ſo infinitely miſchievous, and which 
; * is 
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I | is not abſolutely neceſſary in any one Branch of Life, claim 
3 an Exemption from the Cognizance of the Magiſtrate? In 
I a Mortification, a Limb is to be parted with, rather than 
4 | the whole Body ſhould ſuffer. In the Plague, it is lawful 
E to confine a Few within a certain Diſtrict, tho? it be al- 
moſt certain Death, rather than hazard the Infection's 
being ſpread thro' a whole Country: And in a Fire, tis 
never diſputed whether a few Houſes ſhould be blown 
up, to prevent the Flames ſpreading thro' a whole Town. 
And all this for the beſt Reaſon in the World; vix. 
That the Properties, and even the Lives, of a Few, muſt 
be ſacrificed to the Health, Utility, Safety, and Welfare of 
the whole Community. | 5 
Some People have objected againſt a Regulation 
on Pretence that the Revenue will ſuffer a Diminution 
thereby: But, ſurely, they do not think ſo well of His 
Majzsrv, as ſo gracious and excellent a Prince de- 
ſerves, (were there any Weight in the Objection) to 
imagine, that His Majzsry would not moſt willingly 
ſuffer a Diminution in his Royal Revenue, rather than 
his People ſhould be ſo great Sufferers by this deſtroying 
Evil: Or that; if the Diminution were coxſiderable, that the 
Repreſentatives of a Loyal and Dutiful People, would not 
have the Gratitude to make up the Difference to a 
SOVEREIGN, who prefers the Good of his Subjects to the 
Intereſts of his Crown, and thinks the former the Glor 
and Security of the latter. But, on due Conſideration, it ” 
\ will be found, that the Revenue, after a little while, | 


will be no Sufferer; for the Conſumption of Malt 
Liquors, the nathral and wholeſome Drink of this King- 
dom, will go a great Way to repair that Loſs, as we 
ſhall more particularly obſerve in the ſubſequent Pages; 
and the Difference to the Landed Intereſt, with regard 
to the ſolid and ſubſtantial Food with which this Nation 
ſo much abounds, in which the Crows will find its Ac- 1 
count, as well as in the reneu d Health and Strength of the 4 
laborious Poor, will be inexpreſſible; to ſay nothing of 461 
What, however, merits no ſmall Conſideration, the Dif- 
ference of the Service in the one Caſe or in the other, that 
would be done in time of War, by Men kept in Heart and 
Vigor by proper. and nouriſhing Food, and by ſuch as are 
emaciated in Body and ſurk in Spirit, by the Uſe of 
theſe debilitating Liquors. For, as an eminent Phyſician ' 
well obſerves, © Two Ounces of Fle/h- Meat, well digeſted, 
. | 5 „„ 


„ 
ke beget a greater Stock of more durable and uſeful Spi- 
cc rits, than ten times as much ſtrong Liquors, which 
cc are too volatile, and fugitive for any ſolid or uſeful 
<« Purpoſes in Life. - | DRONES. 
Mine it ſelf, habitually uſed as a common Diluter, at 
Meals, &c. without Water, is of bad Conſequence to 
Health; © for, ſays the ſame Author, we ſee by daily 
cc Experience, that (as natural Cauſes will always produce 
cc their proper Effects) their Blood becomes inflamed in- 
< to Gouts, Stone and Rheumatiſm, raging Fevers, Pleu- 
cc riſies, Small Pox, or Meafles; their Paſſions are in- 
cc raged into Quarrels, Murder and Blaſphemy ; their 
c Juices are dried up; and their Solids ſcorched and 
ce ſhrivelled.” If this be the Effects of a conſtant and 
habitual Uſe of undiluted Wine, what muſt be the Caſe 
of Drams, ſo many times more corroſive, poiſonous and 
burning! How muſt the Fuices be dry'd up and 
the Solids ſcorch'd by them? But indeed, as Wine 
too much inriches the Blood in ſome Caſes, and makes it 
productive of Gouts, Fevers, Pleuriſies, &c. diſtill'd Spi- 
_ Liquors, in all Caſes, impoveriſh the whole Maſs, 
and by an habitual Uſe of them, the plumpeſt and heal- 
_ Bodies are ſoon emaciated, the radical Moiſture 
ried up, and the ſtrongeſt Men reduced to Skeletons. 
Were it poſſible for me, to 7 ſuitably my hearty 
Concern for the Welfare of my Feilow-Subjects, I ſhould 
not deſpair of finding ſome good Effects attend this my 
oor Attempt for their Service, which can have no other 
Leon or Motive, than their preſent Health and fu- 
ture Happineſs. At leaſt, I ſhould hope, that ſuch of my 
Readers, whoſe Education and Knowledge of the World, 
ſhould make their Examples of uſe ro the Uzder-Ranks 
of Men, would favourably receive my humble Expoſtu- 
lations on this Head. To ſuch however, ir is impoſſible 
T ſhould be able to ſay more than their good Senſe will 
ſuggeſt to them on this Subject, and therefore I ſhall not 
expatiate upon it, with regard to them. 2 
The Subject is till more tender with regard to the 
ſofter and more delicate Part of the Creation. My Mind 
is wounded but to think of imputing any Share of this 
Depravity to them. But, alas! tis too well known to 
be concealed, and it would be in vain to endeavour tao 
draw a Veil upon à Vice that is always attended wiih 
open Effects; and, lice Murder, wil not long lie hid, 
pe | | b 2 | where- 
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. ( xii ) 
where-ever it is practiſed, however ſecret the fair Practiſer 
of it imbibes the fatal Miſchief. Yet is the Subject too 
delicate to be inſiſted upon; I muſt, however, juſt obſerve, 
that as it is always attended with the moſt terrible Con- 
ſequences, to their Poſterity, as well as to themſelves, that 
moſt excellent Part of the human Species, whoſe prin- 
cipal Glory is their Affectiaun to their innocent Infants, 
would do well to reflect upon the Shockingneſs of a Fault, 
which intails Miſery upon their harmleſs Progeny as long as 
they live; and oftencuts aſunder the Thread of Life as ſoon as 
it is un; of which innumerable Examples might be given; 


but I ſhall here content myſelf with the two following, 


which are undoubtedly true, and in which every one of 


the Sex, as in a Glaſs, may ſee the Conſequences that 


mutt inevitably att end upon this pernicious Habit. 


The firſt Inftance is that of a Lapy in the Flower of 
her Age, unhappily given up to the drinking of theſe 
pernicious Liquors. The Effect it had upon her miſerable 
Oftpriazg was lamentable. She had ſeveral Children born 
ſtrongly mark'd wich the emaciating Conſequences of the 
Mother's Fault; but they dy'd in the Month; and at laſt. 
ſhe had one of which ſhe was, with much Difficulty, and 
by the Help of a Man, deliver'3, all ſhriveil'd and black, 
and grievous to behoid, which having no Strength to help 
itſelf into the World, dy'd in the Birch. The Doctor told 
the unhappy Lady, when he vitred her after ſhe had been 
delivered near a Month, that he thought it his Duty to 


- acquaint her, that ſhe muſt charge her Lizuors, or, in all 


Probability, the next Time ſhe was with Child, ſhe would 
not ſurvive her Delivery. 

This, togerher with the tender Remonſtrances of her 
Husband, who had encourag'd the Doctor (on the Infor- 
mation he had from him, of the Danger ſhe would be in) 
to deal ſo freely with his Wife, had ſome Effect upon her 


Husband, and then fhe return'd to the old Habit, and after 
about a Year's Widowhood, marrying again, ſhe dy'd of 
her firſt Child by the ſecond Marriage, juſt as the unhappy 
Infant was brought into the World, dead, ſhrivell'd, <4 
form'd, and diſcolour'd as the former. 


Theſe Children might be faid to be happy, in that they 


were never puniſh'd with a Life ſo miſerable as that of 


another, now about three Years old, the unhappy Offspri-7 
| 1 5 
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men of chis great City, are running more than ever into 
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(xi) 
of a Lady of good Fortune, whoſe Family and Husband a 


Friend of mine r knows. This Lady was addicted 


much to the Love of theſe baneful Liquors, and began 

with Barbadis Waters, which her Husband, at the Requeſt 
of her Mother, a Lady of Piety and Virtue, refuſing her, 
ſhe ſunk into a Taſte for the loweſt Eugliſh Spirits ſhe could 
procure, and being likely (as her Phyſician told her, becauſe 
of the wretched Habit ſhe had contracted) to have no 
other Child to inherit a 3 Eſtate, which her Hus- 
band poſſeſſes in her Right, and is limited to her Deſcen- 
dants only, ſhe was determin'd, by a well- intended Ten- 
derneſs, to ſuckle This herſelf. She held her Purpoſe for 
about three Months, during which Time, the Child, tho 


ſmall at firſt, declining 8 ſhe put it out to a whole- 


ſome ſober Nurſe : But the Poiſon it had ſuck'd in before 
and after its Birth, from its unhapp) Mother, was ſo preva- 
lent, that all the Ar? of Phyſic, all the Care of its Nurſe, could 

not recover the Miſchiet, and cloath its little halfdryd 
Bones, with ought but a ſhrivelld fallow Skin. It has now 
the Look of an old wither'd Baby, its Skin looſe and 


wrinkled; for it has no Fleſh ; and is no bigger than one 


of a Month old, and no more able ro walk or ſtand than 
it was at that Age; and yet lives, if we may ſay lives, by 
the Help of Art, a miſerable Memento of its wretched 
Mother's unnatural Habit. She herſelf, poor Lady! has 
been long unable to ſee the Child without Grief; and, 


. miſerable as is the Life it drags on, tis likely now it ſeems 


to be of a longer Date than her's; for ſhe is at this Time 
languiſhing under the laſt Stage of a Conſumption, and die 
when ſhe will, leaves no Child behind her, that has 
Cauſe to bleſs, but the contrary, her Memory, for giving 
it a Life ſo miſerable! „ | 

I need not, I dare ſay, add any Thing to aggravate the 
Horror of theſe ſad Examples. To be the Means of bring- 


ing Children into the World only to be miſerable, is ſuch 
a ſhocking Thought, as may ſtrike even the moſt aban- 


don'd with ſome Degree of Remorſe ! But the Subject is 
too tender, as I have hinted, to dwell upon; and I will 
therefore quit it; and, oh! that there had been no Occa- 
ſton to ſay ſo much upon it, to this more delicate Part 


of our Species , 


The People in middle Life, and particularly the Tradeſ- 


the 


the drinking the Liquor called Puch, and new Houſes 
for propagating this Kind of Beverage are erecting every 
Day, and advertisd in our News-Papers for the diſpen- 
fing of it at cheaper Rates than formerly, to draw to 
them a greater Number of Cuſtomers : We muſt own, 
that this Liquor is ſomewhat preferable to what they 
call dry Drams ; but yet 'tis an undoubted Truth, that 
let diftil'd ſpirituous Liquors be qualify'd as they may, 
they will enter Fire into the Blood. The Phyſician, who 
knows the component Parts of this faſhionable Mixture, 
and their Conſequences upon the human Machine, is the 
beſt Judge of the Effects, and hear what a very eminent 
One ſays on this Occaſion. © Next to Drams, ſays he, 
cc no Liquor deſerves more to be ſtigmatiz'd than Punch. 
cc Tis a Compoſition of ſuch Parts, as not one of them 
ce is falutary or kindly to the Conſtitution, excepting the 
cc pure Element in it. For, continues he, as to the 
<« Oranges or Lemons, if we conſider, that theſe Fruits 
cc could never be tranſported half-Seas over to us with- 
< out rotting or ſpoiling, if gather d when wholly ripe, 
« we ſhould have no great Opinion of their Juices. 
« Every Spaniſh or Portugal Merchant can inform us, 
cc that they muſt be gather'd green, or at leaſt a Month 
ce before they are ripe, elſe they are not fit to be ſent 
& beyond the Seas; the Sea-Air, and their being ſhur 
< up cloſe, gives them that golden yellow Colour, we 
ce ſo much admire. And in the Weſt-Indies, where from 
cc the Neceſlity of drinking much, becauſe of the Vio- 
cc lence of the Heat, and from the Want of proper Li- 
cc quors there, they are forced to drink much Punch, tho 
* 3 and Oranges be in their full Perfection, 
ce they are univerſally afflicted with Nervous and Mortal 
cc dry-Belly-aches, Palſies, Cramps and Convulſions, 
ce which cut them off in a few Days; intirely owing 
cc to this poiſonous Mixture. It is like Opium both 
cc in its Nature and in the Manner of its Operations, and 
c neareſt Arſenick, in its deleterious and poiſonous Qua- 
cc lities : And ſo, concludes he, I leave it to them 


« ho knexing this, will yet drink on, and die.” 


Thus much for this Heatheniſb Liquor, (as the ſam: 
Author names it,) calied Punch. | 


To 
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(xv ) 

To addreſs our ſelves to the lower Claſs of People 
generally, who have habiruated thernſelyes to the Love 
of diſtilled Lone Liquors, we are afraid, will not- 
have the defired Effect. Theſe read but little, and if 
they red more, and we could write with the Pen of 


an Angel, we doubt what we could urge, would be but 


of ſmall Avail, towards the ſubduing of a Vice that 


' ſeems to have taken too N Poſſeſſion of them, for 


all the Arts of Perſuaſion or Expoſtulation. 
In the Behalf of rheſe Perſons, therefore, and of their 
unhappy Offpring, we preſume to addreſs our ſelves to 


the LEGISLATURE, and to implore the powerful Aſſiſtance 


of THAT, againſt the ſpreading Infection. We ſhall not 
repeat what we have already ſaid upon this Head. The 


Cauſe is now before that Auguſt Body, and we pray God 
to infpire them with proper 


eans for redreſſing this 
crying Evil. 27 | 
But one thing more we cannot help — and 
that is, The. Miſchiefs that flow to the Children of mam 
ſober Families, who are put out to Nurſe, for Conſi- 
derations as well of Health as Convenience, and who 


often ſuffer in the former to the laſt Degree, by their 


Nurſes addicting themſelves to the drinking of theſe poi- 
ſonous Liquors. This is an Evil that fruſtrates the beſt 
Intentions of indulgent Parents, ſtrikes deep at the Health 
of their Offspring, and is capable of communicating its 
Infection to fate oſterity ; and therefore requires the 
moſt ſerious Attention. 'The News-Papers of the Week 
have given us lately ſeveral flagrant Inftatices of this 
Miſchief ; and thoſe who Have the Direction of ſome 


of our Hoſpitals can inform us, That more Children 
from among the lower Sort are ſent in there, maim'd 


by the wretched Neglect of thefe beſotted Creatures, 
than uſed to be formerly: : And the Evil is daily in- 
creaſing. „ 

To all Ranks and Orders of Perſons infatuated with 
this pernicious Habit, who ſhall object, that it is dan- 


gerous to leave off of a ſudden, I anſwer; that it muſt 


be done all at once; or it is likely it will never be done: 
The Authority of a good Phylician in this Caſe, is the 
beſt that can be followed, and one of the moſt eminent 
of the Faculty tells us, that nothing can be more ridicu- 
lous than ſuch a Plea. « The ſooner ſays he, a Stop is 


& put, the better. No Man is afraid to forbear them 


« in 
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« in an acute Di dener what Quantity ſoever he might 


« have drank in his Health: And yet any ſudden Change 


< of the Humours would not only be more dangerous 


cc ghen, but alſo would more readily happen in ſuch cri- 


cc tical Caſes. For the whole Syſtem of the Fluids be- 


cc ing in a Fermentation, ſmall Changes would then be 
ce more fatal. But, continues he, the Matter of Fact is 
cc falſe and groundleſs: For I have known and obſerved 
cc conſtant good Effects from leaving of ſuddenly. Thoſe 
cc whoſe Conſtitutions have been quite broken and run- 
cc ning into Diſſolution, have lived longer, and been leſs 
cc pained in Sickneſs by ſo doing, and thoſe who have 
cc had a Fund in Nature to laſt longer, have grown bet- 
S ter, and attained their Intention by it.“ 


J have run this preliminary Diſcourſe into a greater 

h than I at firſt intended: for, alas! the Field is by 

much too ample !—And fo ſhall detain the Reader no 
longer from the Peruſal of the enſuing Pages. 
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SOME 


CON 8 IDERATTONS 


| Humbly offer'd to the 
Hon. the Houſe of Commons. 


0 JH E Ingenious Author of an Eſay 
upon Ways and Means, &c. wrote 

near forty Years ago, has theſe re- 
. ee Paragraphs ; Edit. 2. p. 
. . W „138. \ 

6 Where the Uſe of any Commodity is per- 
_ © nicious to the Intereſt of the Nation, or pre- 
judicial to the Health of the People, ſuch an 
Exciſe may there be laid, as may amount to 
a Prohibition of the Commodity. 

LAnd here it may not be amiſs to take No- 

tice, that if the Duty upon Brandy and Spi- 

rits was ſo high as to amount to a Prohibition 

of them, their want in the King's REvenve 

' would be recompenſed to him in his Cuſtoms 
N upon Vine, and Exciſe upon other Liquors, 

7 Which they undoubtedly * 

1 51 br. Davenaut. 135 
. OJ» Rm 
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. How Brandy TRE] among FD: common 


« People, may be. collected from hence, That 


. for a long time the Importation of it has eve- 


ry Year increaſed conſiderably, fo that A. D. 


« 1689. there was as much imported as the 


6 Exciſe of it at 1 5s. 4 d. a Gallon amounted to 


* about 140, o J. beſides the Strong Waters 


& made at home. 


And if, as Phyſici cians ſay, it extinguiſhes 


5 natural Heat and AveeeTITE, it vill conſe- 
* quently hinder the Conſumption of Fleſh and 
* 'Corn in a degree. | 
* *Tis a growing Vice among the common Peo- 
©, Pie, and may in time prevail as much as Opi- 
* um with the Turks, to which many attribute 
- the Scarcity of People in the Baſt. 
*© There is no way to ſuppreſs the uſe of it ſo 
certain, as to lay ſuch a high Duty as it may 
< he worth no Man's while to meddle with it, 
© but for Medicine. | | 
Exciſes may be made the Engine to pull 


ce 


& down or repreſs ſeveral LuxuntES, of which 


& gur Laws could never yet get the better. 
* And ſuppoſe theſe Duties ſhould make ma- 
ny Commodities ſo much the dearer, as to lef- 
* ſen their Cenfumption ; if thereby Laxury in 
general was repreſſed, and the Nation was dri- 
© ven more to Thrift, it would perhaps tend 
greatly to our public Wealth; and that No- 
| « tion, if truly examined, will probably be found 
falle; ; That Riot and Erpence in private Per- 
5 ſons is advantageous to the Publict. 
So well did this Gentleman foreſee many 
Fears ago the fatal Conſequences of this growing 


60 


Evil, which has ſinee ſpread its baneful Influence 


through the moſt diſtant Parts of the Kingdom. 
1 che wile Remedies, hinted at by him, had 


been 


9 


E 


been ſooner attended to, the Nation would have 


been healt bier and richer than it is at preſent. 


The Argument both as to the Increaſè of the 


King's Revenue, and the Benefit to the Trade of the 


Nation in general, ſtands in a much ſtronger Light 
now, than arthe Time when this Eſſay was wrote. 
The Exciſe upon Beer, Ale, and Hops, muſt 
certainly in Time be leſſened, by the vaſt In- 
creaſe of diſtilled Spirituous Liquors made at 
home, as well as vaſt Quantities run into the 
Kingdom paying no Duty at all, and conſe- 
quently the Revenue muſt fuffer in theſe Articles. 
Our preſent Trade wich Portugal is highly ad- 
vantageous, and ought to be preferred and en- 
couraged, as it takes off large Quantities of our 
Manufactures ; whilſt we ſend little elſe ro an- 


other neighbouring Kingdom, but ready Money in 


exchange for Superfluities and Luxuries. \ 
If the drinking of Spirits, either [imply or 


more artfully, (tho* not leſs perniciouſſy diſ- 
guiſed) goes on, as it has done of late Years, 


the REVENUE will certainly ſuffer in the Article 
of Wines, eſpecially ſince Punch is growing the 
favourite Liquor. The. Merchant, and conſe- 
N e e in general, will be Loſers in 
this moſt beneficial Branch of their Trade. But 
if this was not ſo, His Ma jesTr, the tender Father 
of bis People, prefers the Peace, Happineſs, Morali- 
ty, and Welfare of his Subjects, to all and every o- 
Ther Advantage. When theſe are in danger of being 
Joſt, we may reſt aſſured of His MaJesr rv 5 hearty 
Concurrence in every Method than can be propo- 

Jed for putting a Stop to ſo monſtrous an Evil. 
The Parliament held in the ſecond Year of 
his Majeſty's Reign, were deeply ſenſible of the 
all Effects of theſe Diſtilled Liquors. | 
The Preamble to the Bill then paſt ſets forth 
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in ſuch ſtrong Terms, the miſchievous Conſe- 
quences of theſe poiſonous Liquors, that I cannot 
forbear inſerting it at full Length. N 


- P reamble to a Bill for laying a Duty upon Com 
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& vating them, and rendering them unfit for 
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pound Waters, or Spirits commonly called Gin, 


Oc. and for Licenſing the Retalers of it. 


VV HERE S the drinking of Spirits and 


ſtrong Waters, is become very common 


* amongſt the People of inferior Rank, and the 
* conſtant and exceſſive Uſe thereof tends greatly 


to the Deſtruction of their Hea/ths, and ener- 


* uſeful Labour and Service, intoxicating them, 
and debauching tbeir Morals, and driving them 


into all manner of Vices and HWickedneſs, the 
Prevention whereof would be of the greareſt 
Publick Good and Benefit ; and whereas it is 
found by Experience, that the Temptation to 


& ſuch a licentious uſe of theſe pernicious Li- 
quors, is from the Cheapneſs thereof, occaſi - 


oned by new Inventions for mixing and com- 
pounding of Brandy, low Wines, and Spirits 
of the firſt Extraction, on which Duties have 
been heretofore granted, with other Spirits or 


Materials which pay little or no Duty, and by 


an unlimited Liberty for all forts of Perſons, 
to retale, ſell and diſpoſe of ſuch mixed Com- 
pound Spirits at their Will and Pleaſure, For 
Remedy therefore of Cuſtoms and Practices ſo 
dangerous and miſchievous to the Health, Man- 
ners and Peace of all your Majeſty's Subjects, 
may it pleaſe your Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sc. 
By this Act a Duty of 5 s. per Gallon was 


laid on ffrong Waters, and every Retaler there- 
of was requir'd to take a Licence from the Ex- 


Sco. 2. fol. 335- 


ciſe 


L. 51 
e Office for ſelling the fame, for which he was 

3 J. wr ng Fra we -upon this took 
up Licences, intending to riſque the Penalties for 
not paying the Duties; and during this Time 
ſtrong Waters were publickly fold at 2 s. per Gab. 
lon in many hundred Shops in and about London, 
ſome of which had taken out Licences, beſides. 
what was fold more privately, which if they 
had paid the Duty only for, muſt have colt. 
them » S. per Gallon, beſides the 20 J. per An- 
num for the Licence; and it is very evident, that 
the Perſons who took out Licences, paid very 
little for the Duty ; for that by the Accounts 
from the Exciſe Office it appears, that 429 Li- 
cences only were taken out in the ſaid three 
Years, amounting. together to $580 J. and that 
the Duty receiv'd during that Time for ffrong 
Waters, was no more than 4991 J. which ſup- 
poſes that on an Average, no Perſon taking ſuch 
Licence ſold more than 47 Gallons, including 
what he fold by Wholeſale. - This ſhews how in- 
effectual this Act was towards the reſtraining this 
monſtrous Evil, and how neceffary it is to make 
a Law, that ſhall amount to a PROHIBITION. 

I ſhall-not enter here into a Detail of the ma- 
ny other impudent Evaſions of this Act; it cer= 
tainly did not anſwer the Deſign of that great 
and wiſe Aſſembly, tho' this was not the Reaſon 
given for the Repeal of it. The Cheapneſs of Corn 
was the only Reaſon then given, when it is no- 
torious, that all kind of Grain was.never cheaper, 
than the very next Tear after the Repeal of that 
Act, and would have continued fo, if the extra- 


Traordinary Call from abroad had not increaſed 


the Demand. In the beginning of the Year 
1733, Wheat was about 2 5. 3 d. a Buſhel, and 
Barley 1 5. 3 d. The latter end of that, and the 
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beginning of the Year 1734, there was exported 
of the former near a million of Quarters ;. which 
took off great part of the old Stock, and ſome of 
the new, and raiſed the Price at a Medium to 
45. a Buſhel, which, by the Smallneſs of the laſt 

Years Crop, keeps up tolerably well, and Barley 
for the. ſame Reaſon is come to about 2 f. a 
Buſhe], (tho' it is now falling) — So that the 
Riſe can in no Senſe be attributed to the Con- 
ſumption in the Diſtillery; nor could Rents have 
been paid, without ſuch an unforeſeen Demand 
from abroad; nor can the Farmer pay his Rent 
now, unleſs V beat be 4 5. and Barley 2 5. a 
Buſhel, and Butchers-meat at 1 5. 2 d. a Stone, 
and Butter and Cheeſe in proportion. 

I would ask the Country Gentlemen, Whether 
their Rents are better paid now, than they were 
before their Corn was uſed in the Diſtillery? Or, 
Whether they find any remarkable Change for 
the better ſince the Repeal of the Gin Act, and 
an almoſt unlimited Licence of diſtilling and re- 

taling what Quantity they pleaſe? Sure, if the 
Britiſh Diſtillery was ſo valuable a Manufacture, 
we ſhould have ſeen ſome remarkable Effects of 
the Benefit of it to the Landed Intereſt, for theſe 

three Years paſt. —- 1 

I would alſo obſerve, that the Dearneſs is not 
owing to the Diſtillers Conſumption of that Com- 
modity, but the bad Harveſts we formerly had 
for ſome Years together, particularly in the Reign 
of King William, Corn was dearer than ever it 

has been ſince, and then there was not one Di- 
filler, where there are now twenty. We muſt look 
out for other Reaſons, and I believe we ſhall. 
find it prov'd beyond all doubt, that the Landed 
Intereſt ſuffers greatly by the Diſtillery ; and if 

J, the warmeſt Advocates for it muſt be wy 1k 
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| And here I ſhall not think myſelf at all obig d 
do take notice of the Gains or Loſs of any Num- 
„ of particular Perſons, but only the Good or 

| Ul that accrues'to the whole Community. . 

Other Reaſons may be given, and thoſe 4. 
rectly drawn from the Evil complained of, why 

7} the Farmers are not able to pay their Rents ſo 

well now, as they did formerly. 

RO In the firſt Place, Is it not notorious, this 
Luxury and Extravagance were never at a greater 
Height than at preſent, amongſt the Iaborious, and 
even the meaneſt part of Mankind? Inſtead of 

being contented with Beer and Ale brewed at 

home 'of their own Malt, they 'muſt now have 
Tea and Spirits at fix times the Expence, beſides 
that theſe Liquors di/pirit and enervate them, fo 
that they are not able to go thro the Hardſhips, 
that were, by their former wholeſome Dier, eaſy 
to them. © > 

Don't their Servants deinand as great or greater 
Wages, and are they able to do half the Work? 
And if we will let our ſelves impartially conſider 
the Loſs that redounds to the Publick, from an 
iclle, vicious, 4weak, ſichly, feeble,” Race, dimi- 
niſhed in their Size and V; your, we ſhall certain 
== that it bears no Proportion to the Gain that 

is pretended from the Diſtillery*s taking off Quan- 
tiries of bad Barley, Malt or Wheat. 

Tis a certain and known Maxim, that the 
Hrengtb and Riches of any Nation ariſe prin- 
cipally from the Number, bodily Strength, and 
Labour of its Inhabitants; and conſequently, in 
proportion as fheſe are diminiſhed; ſo muſt the 
- Riches and Power of a Nation decreaſe, | 
That this is the Effect of the exceſſive drink- 

ing Spirituous Liquors, will appear evidently, when 
we come to treat of it in a ** Way : That 

| it 
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it is fo in fact, we may appeal. to all thoſe Per- 
ſons in and about Town, who employ Numbers 
of Hands; Houſe and Sbip- Builders, Coal Mer- 


chants, Oc, will tell you, that they are obliged 
to have many more Hands to do their Work, 
beſides the hourly Fear they are under of ſome 
Miſchief, from a drunken ungowernable Set of 


K 9 # 


People. — That many are murder d and mur- 


der one another; that Thouſands bring upon 
themſelves, by this curſed Practice, various Diſ- 


eaſes that carry them off, if not ſuddenly, yet in 
the End as certainly, as if they had been ſtabb d 
thro' the Heart, will be demonſtnated in the Pn f- 
s1CAIL PaRx of this Book. And how this muſt 


in Time affect the Kr xa in his RRVNUx, is pro- 


per to be conſider d in this Place. Ttie PRINCE, 


for the Publick Good, has a Sovereign Property 


in every Private Man's Eſtate; and conſequently 
his Riches muſt increaſe and decreaſe in Propor- 


tion to the Number, Riches, and Bodily Strength | 


otanls Sebjects >E fg > 5 or bon ooo, 
I Sword, or Paſtilence ſhould deſtroy all the 
People of this Metropolis, (God forbid that there 


ſhould be any Room for ſuch a.Suppoſition !. but 


if this ſnould be the Caſe) the King muſt needs 
loſe a great Part of his Revenue, or, at leaſt, 


. what is charg'd upon the City, mult increaſe the 


Burthen upon the reſt of his Subjects. Per- 


haps the Inhabitants here are not above a tenth 


part of the Whole; yet as they are better fed, 


and cloath'd, and lodg'd, than his other Sub- 


jets, — the Cuſtoms and Haciſes upon their 


Conſumption, — the Impaſts upon their Houſes, 


and other Taxes, do very probably make a Fift 5 


Part of the whole Revenue of the Crown. 


But this is not all: — The Conſumption of the 


City takes off a Great Part of the Fruits of the 


” W hole 
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„„ 
Whole Iſland; and as it pays ſuch a Proportion 
of the Rent or Yearly Value of the Lands in 
the Country, ſo it is the Cauſe of paying ſuch a 
* ons of Taxes upon thoſe Lands. The 
Loſs then of ſuch a People, muſt needs be ſen- 
ſible to the Prince, and viſible to the Whole 
Kingdom. M 6 | | 
Whatſoever is aſſeſ⸗ d upon the General, is le- 
vied upon the Individuals. It were worth the 
while then, to conſider what is paid by, or by 
Means of the meaneſt Subjects, in order to com- 
pute the Value of ev'ry Subject to the Prince.— 
I believe it will be allow'd, that near ſeven- 
eighths of the People are without Property. in 
themſelves or the Heads of their Families, and 
forc'd to work for their daily Bread ; and that 
of this Sort there are 7,000,000 in Great Britain : 
And yet one would imagine, that feven- 
eighths of the Whole People ſhould conſume at 
leaſt three-fourths of the Whole Fruits of the 
Country.—If this is the Caſe, the Subjects 
without Property, pay three-fourths of the 
Rents, and conſequently enable the Landlord to 
pay three-fourths of their Taxes. Now if ſo 
great a Part of the Land Tax were to be divi- 
ded by 1,000,000, it would amount to above 
Two Shillings to every Head. — And Thus as 


* 


| the Poor are the Cauſe, without which the Rich 
could not pay this Tax, even the Pooreſt Subject 


is upon this Account worth Two Shillings Yearly 
to the Prince. Again: One would imagine the 
Conſumption of ſeven-eighths of the Whole Peo- 
ple ſhould pay 'Two 'Thirds of the Cuſtom and 
Exciſes. And if this Sum too ſhould be divided 
by 1,000,000, viz. the Number of Poor Peo- 
ple, it would amount to near 7 s. per Head: 


And therefore with this and the former Sum 
1 „„ every 


1% 


every poor Subject, without Property, except of 
his Limbs and Labour, is worth near Ten Shil- 
lings Yearly to the Sovereign.— "OO 
If the People therefore only make the Riches, 
the Father of Ten Children is a greater Benefac- 
tor to his Country, then he who has added to it 
10,000 Acres of Land and no People. And 
this might, if it was neceſſary, be demon- 
ſtrated. — — LUST ; Fi 
Complain we may of imaginary Difficulties 
and Diſtreſſes, the Badneſs of Trade, the Decay 
of our Manufattures, and the Cheapneſs of Corn, 
&c. while fo many 1000 Perſons are not at all, 
or ill employed: We ought to lay the Blame 
where it ſhould be, upon the Want of Induſtry, 
Sobriety, Frugality and good Husbandry. And 
here it is not below our Notice, to conſider how 
much our I oollen Manufacturies ſuffer by the 
drinking of theſe Diſtilled Liquors : It is too well 
known to be denied. Theſe: miſerable Creatures 
are fo infatuated, that they will ſell their own 
and their Childrens Cloaths, and even the Beds 
from under them, rather than want this bewitch- 
ing Poiſon. A dreadful inſtance of this kind, is 
freſh in every body's Memory, of a:H/oman who 
murdered her own Child, threw it into a Ditch, 
and ſtripp'd it of the Cloaths given it that Day 
by a Charitable Perſon, to pawn for vine Penny- 
worth of Gin. a EL EC TO 
| Theſe are ſome of the ſad Effects of the Di/- 
tillers Poiſon, which hath ſpread from this great 
City to the neighbouring Counties, and even to 
Places very diftant; and all this under the ſubtle 
Pretence of promoting the Trade and Conſumption 
of our home Product, whilſt. in reality it is de- 
ſtructive of that and every thing that is Good. 


Surely 


r 
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Surely the faving the Lives and inereaſi ing and 
mending the Breed of the Nation, would in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, abundantly compenſate for ſuch 
pretended Diſadvantages, when the Conſumption 


7 of all kinds would be much greater from a nu- 


merous healthy Race, than from a ragged Com- 


pany of walking Ghoſts, a Scandal and Burden 


to their Count. 

Don't we often hear great Coniplaints fink 
the Country of want of Hands to cultivate, but 
much more to bring in the Product of their 
Grounds. 

This muſt proceed either from the Idteneſs, In- 
ability, or Decreaſe in the Bulk of the common 
People, and all theſe Ewvils can be very naturally 


accounted for, from the Vile Practice of the ha- 


birual drinking theſe Spirituous Liquors. -- 

The Decreaſe in the Numbers of People, will 
be felt laſt of all in this great City, or the want 
of Labouring Hands, to bring in the Harveſt in 


the Neighbourhood of it; as well as the large | 
} Wages given at that time. 


The Numbersof People that come from the moſt 


diſtant Parts of the Nation and Ireland, in hopes 


of getting Money at an eaſy rate, and which fill 


our Streets in the Day-time with Lazy Sturdy 


Beggars, and in the Night with Street-Robbers, 
and Houſe-breakers : 

This continual Flux of People of all Sorts, 
may, for a time, keep up the Bulk of the Peo- 
ple in London (fuch miſerable Wretches as they + 
are) but muſt and do draw out the Labouring 


Hands from the Country, and thoſe that are left, 


are deprav'd, weakned, debauched, and many of 
them killed by this deſtructive Poiſon, diſperſed 
far and near from this great City. So that in- 


* ſtead of the Heau s FO the Good of the 
1 c ns + Whole 
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Whole Body, it deſtroys, and, in time, if not 


prevented by the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, 


will ruin it. | 
Then, and not till then, will the Labourer 
perform an honeſt Day's Work for his Wages, 
and his Wife and Children be fed at home with 
wholeſome Meat and Drink; His Family de- 
cently cloathed, his Landlord have his Rent 
duly paid; The Man enjoy his Health and his 
Senſes; His Wife-a good Husband, Himſelf a 
plentiful Iſſue ; with ſtrong and healthful Chil- 


dren, to aſſiſt their aged Parents when they are 


paſt their Labour; and his Prince reap the 


Fruits of their Labours, in the Increaſe of ſtrong 


and laborious Subjects, as well as the Riches of 


a happy and flouriſhing People. 


If the Particulars above-mentioned were care- 
fully weighed and attended to by every Farmer 


or Country Gentleman, we ſhould have them all 


come in and heartily vote for the entire Probibi- 
tion of all Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors. 5 
But leſt the Conſequences from ſo many To- 
picks may lye too much ſcattered, and not be ſo 
eaſily recollected, or ſo clearly apprehended or 
underſtood; | | 


I ſhall come now to what I think a Demon- 
tration of the manifeſt and apparent Loſs of the 
Landed Intereſt, by the Diſtilling and Vending ſuch 
prodigious Ouantities of Spirituous Liquors, and 
theſe not ſo much extracted from Malt, as rotten 
Fruit, and, if we may believe Common Fame, 
Urine, Lime, human Ordure, and any other 
Filthineſs, from whence a Fermentation may be 


rais'd; and by throwing in Cochylus Indice, and 


other Hot Poiſonous Drugs, that intoxicate 
and often make theſe unhappy Creatures mad.— 
| How 


4 


En 


How many Millions of Gallons of theſe perni- 


cious Compoſitions are made and utter'd in and 
about this Great City, can no Way be gueſs d 
at, but by the Multitudes that crowd theſe Infa- 
mous Shops, and with an unaccountable Greedi- 
neſs, are continually ſwallowing down their own 
certain Deſtruction.— | 

I owe the Hint of what follows to a Para- 


graph from the Ingenious Writer mention'd in 


the Beginning of this little Tract, viz. And if, 
as Phyſicians ſay, it (i. e. Brandy and all other 
Spirituous Liquors ) extinguiſhes natural Heat and 
Appetite, it will conſequently binder the Conſump- 
tion of Fleſh and Corn in a Degree, 

That this would be one of the fatal Conſe- 
quences of the habitual drinking of /pirituous 
Liquors, was the conſtant Opinion of the wiſeſt 
Phyſicians from the beginning of this vile Prac- 
tice: And that it is ſo, I think is denied by 


none, and will be acknowledged by thoſe who 
will be at the Pains of conſidering what I have 


collected from Gentlemen who have thoroughly 
conſidered this Subject in the Phyſical Way. 
In the mean time we may appeal to the great 


Dealers in Fleſh-Meat in Southwark and WWhite- 


Chapel, who aſſure us, That of late Years they 
have not Purchaſers for the coarſer Parts of 
their Beaſts, which uſed formerly to be bought 
by the Poor at a low Price, and are forced to 
bury them, or throw them upon a Dunghill ; 
and this can be attributed to nothing elſe but 


the Decreaſe in the Bulk of the People, or Want 


of Appetite, or both. | 
| Thoſe that keep large Numbers of Cows near 


the Town, will tell you, that they have not had 


near the Demand for their Milt, and have been 
„ forced 
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twenty Miles round, to be 10,000, (when, if 
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forced to ſell off ſome Part of their Stock; which 
they attribute to Mothers and Nurſes giving their 
Children Gin," Kc 
The low Price of Cheeſe and Butter will now 
be, in a great meaſure, accounted for, and the 
Decreaſe of the Brewery wholly ſo. | 
The City of London is the GREAT Wen 6 
of the Nation, if that be vitiated and loſt; all, 
even the moſt diſtant Members, will find a ſen- 
ſible Decay : When the London Butchers cannot 
ſell their Meat, they cannot afford to give ſo great 
a Price for their Beaſts in Smithfield ; which nearly 
affects the Tenant, and conſequently the Landlord, 


and fo in Bread, Beer, Butter, and Cheeſe. 


And, to come to ſome tolerable Calculation, 


we muſt firſt ſee, what a ſtrong, healthy, laborious 
Man or Woman commonly eats and drinks of | 


wholſome Victuals in a Day. 


Dr. Cheyne, in his Treatiſe upon the Gout, 
allows to a Perſon paſt the Meridian of his Life, 
and of little or no Exerciſe, to eat half a Pound 
of ſolid (or Butcher's Meat) a Day, with twelve 
Ounces of Bread and other Vegetables, and 


to drink a Pint of Wine, with other Slip-ſflops 


(as he expreſſes it) into the Bargain. By the 
ſame Rule it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that 
a healthy, laborious Perſon may eat twice as much, 


| beſides /mall Beer, and a little Ale; all which is 


the natural Food and Produ of the King- 
dom, and cannot amount to leſs than 6 d. a 
Da 

If the Namber of Drinkers of Diſtilled Spiri- 
ruous Liquors could be known, the Loſs to the 
Landed Intereſt could be more eaſily ſhewn. Bur, 
for Calculation's ſake, we will ſuppoſe the Number 
of Gin-Shops within the Bills of Mortality, and 


you 


151 
you take in Chandlers- Shops, Cellars, and other unli- 
cenſed Houſes, and by fourſcore other inferior Trades 
that retail Spirits, there would be twice the Num- 
ber), and that there are, to one Shop with another, 
- forty Cuſtomers ; that would make, in the Whole, 
400,000 Gin-Driukers! And allowing Theſe to 
eat half a Pound of Butchers Meat a Day leſs than 
they would have done, had they drank no Drams 
at all, (the depraving the Appetite being the 
certain and known Conſequence of an habitual 
drinking of Geneva, &c.) the Difference, in that 
Article alone, amounts to 24,000 Stone a Day; 
which, at Five-farthings a Pound, comes to 
380,208 l. per Annum ; beſides Bread, Beer, Bui- 
ter, and Cheeſe, which may fairly be reckoned as 
much more. n 

A Working Man can very well eat a Pound of 
Bread per Day; therefore 400, ooo Working Men 
can eat 400,000 Pound of Bread per Day, which 

is equal to 8333 Buſhels, at 48 Pound per 
ſwans Caſt away the Fraction, as too ſmall to 
be regarded, and the 8333 Buſhels, at 3-5. 6 d. 
per Buſhel, is equal to 1458 J. per Day, or 
532, 170 l. per Ann. — But as the Giz-Drinkers 
eat only half of the Bread, which, as Nox-Gin- 
Drinkers, they would eat, and what, as Giz- 
Drinkers, they do not eat, is juſt ſo much a Loſs 
to the Conſumption of Wheat ; therefore the Loſs 
to the Landed Intereſt, from the London Gin- 
 Drinkers only, upon the Article of beat, is full 
266,085 J. So that the total Loſs to the Farmer, 
by Bread and Meat only, is 646,293. 
Ihe Loſs by Gin-Drinking, of the Labour of 
the People, is 3 d. per Day. —— Suppole there 
Aare, according to Sir William Petty, 300 Work- 
ing Days in a Proteſtant Kingdom; and ſup- 
poſe there are in London, and ten nnn, 
% only 
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only 100,000 Men, half of whoſe Labour is loſt, 


by being beſotted with Ein, and weaken'd by a 
conſtant Debauch ; and allowing the Labour of 

the Women to be two Thirds of the Mens; the 
whole Loſs to the Publick, upon this Article 


only, will be 514,800 J. per Annum. 
As the Demand for, and Conſumption of Spi- 


rits, increaſes, the Stomachs of more 5 8 150 will 


be loſt. 
From the loweſt Calculation that can be unde, 


though, I think, the former is not too high, 


every 20 5. laid out by the Diſtiller in Barley, 


Malt, Wheat, &c. and made into Spirits, will take 
off from the Demand of all Sorts of Eatables, as 
much as the Farmer ought to ſell for 3 J. And 


this is as certain, as that a Perſon, who is ad- 


dicted to the drinking of Spirits, cannot eat above 
one Third ſo much as the healthy, ſtrong, ſober, 
laborious Man or Woman, who drink none, For 


theſe unhappy Wretches, finding themſelves faint 


and languid, begin, the firſt thing they do, 
with a Dram of Gin, which, with the Addition 
of two or three more, takes away their Stomach 
both for Eating and Buſineſs that Day: — whilſt 
other of the laborious Poor, who are not addicted 
to this fatal Deluſion, do their Work firſt, and 
then ſit down comfortably with their Families, 
and drink a Pot or two of good Beer of a Night, 


which refreſhes and keeps up their Spirits, without 


doing them any Harm. | 
It ſhould beobſerved, That mal Counties in Eng- 
land have ſome Produce or other peculiar to 1tſelf, 
and from whence the Rents are generally paid : 
Kent, Hops and Fruit; Glouceſterſhire, Cheeſe, Cy- 
der, and Butter; Worceſterſhire and Herefordſhire, 
Hops, Perry, Cyder, and Wool; Shropſhire, 


and * Hogs : z Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, 


Cheeſe 
al 
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Cheeſe and. Butter; Suffolr, Norfolk, Cambridgs 
ſhire, Butter and Mutton 3; Eſex, Calves ; Nor- 
thamptonſhire and Lincolnſhire, Beeves and Mutton 
and ſo for the reſt. If the Produce of the King- 
dom be divided into Three Parts, Corn is not above 
one Third ; in the Conſumption of which the 
Diſtillers pretend that they are of ſo great Ad- 
vantage to the Landed Intereſt: The Fallacy of 
which I hope I have, in ſome meaſure, demon- 
ſtrated ; and that there would be a much greater 


_. Conſumption of every other Produce in the King- 


dom, were there not One Diſtiller in it. 

It is certain, that whenever the Demand for 
any Commodity is leſſened, not only the Value 
of that Commodity is leſſened, but the Value of 
every Thing elſe that contributes to the Produce 
of it is leſſened at the ſame time. 

And as the Demand for Butchers Meat, Bread, 
Butter, Cheeſe, Beer, &c. have actually fallen 
to a great Degree; which, in the latter Article, 
will not appear ſo ſoon, the Brewers having, as 
I have been informed, vaſt Quantities of Beer in 


* *# their Cellars. 


As the former of theſe have decreaſed in Price 
for ſeveral Years paſt, ſo, conſequently, has the 
Live Stock upon a Farm, which generally conſiſts 
in Horſes, Cows, fat and young Calile, Sheep, and 
Hogs ; and which, ſeven or eight Years ago, 
would have ſold for 5300 J. is now leſſened in 


3 Value to 350, or 400 J. which is a Loſs of near 
20 per Cent. and this I inſiſt upon as a Matter 


A Farmer that rents 100 J. per Ann. eight or 


4 ten Years ago uſed to have fix or eight fat Hogs, 
twenty or thirty Sheep, a couple of Bullocks, and 


a barren Cow or two, the Surplus of his breed- 


ing Stock, to make half a Years Rent for his 


D Land- 
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culation, at 205. a 


b 
Landlord: The Caſe is not ſo now; what they 
part with of that Kind, may rather be ſaid to be 
given than ſold : Their preſent KS Dependance 


is from beat; and ſhould a foreign Market fail 


for two or three Years, the Farmers will not, as 


the Caſe ſtands at prefent, be able to pay their 


Rents. 


For the Truth of theſe Obſervations, I appeal 


to all Gentlemen's Stewards, or thoſe who are at | 


all employed in Concerns of this nature. 
As the Produce of a Farm leſſens, ſo muſt in 


time the Farm itſelf leflen in its Value as well as 
Rent. 


From which it muſt be concluded, chat i it is to 


all Intents and Purpoſes equally prejudicial to the 


Landed Intereſt, whether 200, ooo Perſons are de- 


ſtroyed by a Plague, or 400, ooo loſe ther Appe- 
tites by drintig of Spirits; becauſe the Demand for 


Proviſions that ſuch a Number of People would 


expend daily for their Subſiſtence, would ceaſe. 
*Tis generally thought that there is brewed 
in London communibus Annis, about 1,312,500 
Barrels of Strong Beer and Ale, and 927,500 Bar- 
rels of Small Beer, of both near 2,2 50,000 Bar- 


rels: To the Strong Beer and Ale, there is allowed 


three Buſhels to the Barrel, and to the Small 


one Buſhel : But much Small Beer being brewed 


after the Strong, it may be a reaſonable Medium 


to allow to both Drinks, one with another, Two 


Buſhels to the Barrel; at which Rate there is Z 


uſed in London 4,480,288 Buſhels a Lear: But 
ſuppoſe only 4,200,000, which is a very low Cal- 
uarter at a Medium, and the 
Sum paid to the Farmer by the London Brewers, 
will be 52 5,000 l. per Annum, 


There 1s diftilled in London, from all Grain, 


Fruit, &c. as it has been lately computed, Twelve 
oe Millions 
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Millions of Gall* of all ſorts of Spirits drawn from 
Grain, &c. beſides many Tuns of Spirits which pay 
no Duty, are made without any Grain at all. A 
Quarter of Malted Corn, Bi, or Barley, will pro- 


duce about twenty Gallons of Proof Spirits, which 


makes double that Quantity of Geneve or other 
Compound Liquors. Wheat makes about four 
and twenty Gallons of Proof, or forty eight of 
Geneva, Sc. The Malted Corn or Barley, at 
g. a Quarter, uſed in the diſtilling of Twelve 
Millions of Gallons, comes to 1 95 
But allowing them to uſe a great Quantity of 


Wheat, we will ſuppoſe that they pay 15 5. a 


Quarter for all the Grain they uſe.—If it was 
all Barley that they uſed, it would amount to 
22,5000 J. But if all Wheat, it will amount to 
187000 l. Take the Medium of theſe Sums, 


and then the Sum they pay to the Farmer, is 


2062507. per Ann. This is, upon Suppoſition 
(not allowing it) that they conſume vaſt Quan- 
tities of bad Corn, that the Farmers cannot other- 
wiſe find a Uſe for. But if it ſhall be found that 
they buy the beſt Corn Then the Argument will 


| _ in another Light; and the Loſs that does, 
an 


will more in Time appear to accrue to the 
Revenue, will be particularly aſcertained, when 
we compare the Brewers and Diſtillers Gains and 
Loſs together. | 
It ought to be obſerved, that the common Me- 
thod now in uſe, is one Sixth of Malted Corn; 
but it is to be done with a fifteenth Part. In this 
Article the Revenue is a conſiderable Loſer ; 


how much, cannot be certainly computed. 


It the late Author of a Pamphlet upon the Briciſþ Diſtil- | 
lery had not overlook'd this Paragraph, he might have ſpared 
himſelt great Part of his Trouble. . 


D 2 From 


. 
P ² w 47nd ITE —— — — 


— 


4 


as * ay 
* . 
Win eee ee eee eee eee _ An 
— 2 "Is. 4 


[ 20] 


From a former Method of calculating, we reck- 
on'd 400,000 Dram Drinkers, Men, Women, 
and Children, in London and ten Miles round, al- 
lowing Forty Cuſtomers to a Shop. We will ſup- 
poſe that a Labouring Man or Woman will drink 
of Strong Beer, Ale and Small together, a Quart 
a Day, which is 1,01 3886 Barrels per Ann. which 


at a Medium of 18 5. a Barrel comes to , 12, 497. 


Suppoſe that an habitual Drinker of Drams drinks 
but half the Quantity of Malt Liquor he other- 
wiſe would do, and there remains a Loſs to the 
Brewers of 4, 56, 248 J. Deduct One Fourth for 
Children, and there would remaip (ſuppoſing ſpi- 
rituous Liquors were e re g. neat Loſs to 
the Brewer of above 300,000 J. per Ann. | 

I ſhall here inſert the Malt-Diſtillers Accoun 


and Expence, ballanc'd with the Common Brewers, 


and draw ſome Obſervations upon it, which may 


give ſome further and clearer Light into this Af- 


fair. But we ſhall firſt premiſe the following Fact, 
Dix. | | | 

The Diſtillers ſay in their late Pamphlet, that 
they uſe 400, ooo Quarters of Corn per Annum, 


of which not above Ons SixTH PART pays 
Duty; which amounts to 13333 J. 45. If it were 


all Malted, it would amount to 80,000 J. per An. 


So that here the Government loſes every Year 
66,666 /. 165. | | 

But if the Diſtiller draws a Quantity of Spirit 
proportionable to the Weigbi of his Corn, which 
may very reaſonably be ſuppoſed, then the Con- 
ſumption is leſſened One Fourth Part to the Far- 
mer; for Two Buſhels of Wheat, and Four Bu ſbels 


of Barley, ſuch as they generally uſe, will weigh 


as much as eight Buſbels of the Beit Malt. 


'Z To One Hundred Quarters 
of the beſt Pale Malts, 
'$ excluſive of unmalted 
Corn, or of Wheat, Bean, 

Peaſe, and war - Meals ; 

at a Medium of 1 J. 1s. 


er Quarter : The intrin- 
. Rel. Valve is - 
S And according to their own 
. I Confeſſion, they draw 
F from thence 23 Gallons 
Cc per Quarter, Proof Spi- 
a rits: This, by the Evo. 
* lution of Three fifths, and 
1— One fourth (as by Law 
eſtabliſh'd) will produce 
O 18,3334 Gallons of 

Waſh. One fourth of 

which is charged (by the 
I Officer) mr ao and . 
ſ, willamount to 3,8333 


Gall. at a Penny per Gall. 


To 3, 83325 Gall. of Low- 
Wines, Three fifths 
thereof are charged Spi- 
rits; which amount to 
2,299 Gallons. The 


Dut: thereof, at 3 d. per 
A 8 lon, being * 
7s MVMWMWbole Duty 
To Servants Wages, Horſes, 
E and Casks, cannot ſtand 
7 him in, at the utmoſt 
N Eſtimation, Ove 15 Bn 
ir Cent. 
To weekly n of 50001. 
j Stock in Trade, allowing 
1t 5 per Cent. - 
h JI To allowed for Yeaſt, in 
3 Proportion to 100 Quar- 
1- 1 ters wh DIE 
* J Total 
| > To 2:99 Gallons of Spirits, 
[5 making nine Tuns and 
1 One tenth Part ; and ſup- 
oy poſing them fold at ſo 
; moderate a Price as 21 /. 
| per Tun; the Intrinfick 
Eu Value is - 
3 : Profits nn 


the Dyty of Low- Wines is / 
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| tr ESTIMATE of the Malt Diſtiller s Account, 
3 and Expence 3 5 ballanced with the Common Brewer S. 


To Common Brewers per Contra. 


To One Hundred 
of Brown Malts, at a 
Medium, of 19 Shillings 
and Six-pence per Quar- 
To 700 Weight of Hops, 
computed at a Medium of 
five Pounds per Hundred, 
amounts to 
Intrinſick value 


And * he draws 
from thence 250 Barrels, 
or Two Barrels and a 
half per Quarter ; the neat 
Duty ns will amount 

to 

To 3d. fer - Pound to 50 
Victuafler, and 3 d. to 
the Clerk, or ſome TN 
Equivalent . 

To Servants Wages, which 
are (at che leaſt ) double 
the Number: To Horſes, 
which is four times the 
Number: To Caſks, 
which is above chirty 

times the Number, can- 
_ be eſtimated at leſs 
—_ 35 per Cent. | 
To weekly Intereſt of“ 1 
20 OO O 


4. 4. d. 
97 10 oo 


8 35 oo ©0 


175 32 10 0 


54 o6 114 


6 05 oO 


33 19 00 


20,000 J. Stock in Trade 
allowing 5s per Cent. 


Total 


To 250 Barrels of Beer, at 
20 5s, per Barrel: The 
Intrinſick Value is 


Profits remaining 
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2 4 
"oP OO 114 


* 00 00 


2 19 00% 
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16 12 054 
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From the above Ballance of Accounts, it may 


"be obſerv'd, that the Brewer labours under the 


Diſadvantage of 7 per Cent. Intrinſick Value, for 
his Commodities, more than the Diſtiller; and 
that he pays 10 per Cent. over and above in his 
Duty to the Crown; beſides 20 per Cent. plus Mo- 
nies on account of Wages, Horſes, and Casks; be- 
ing in the whole 37 per Cent. excluſive of the 
Duty on Hops. Fo 

The Diſtiller can carry on his Trade with ſix or 
ſeven Servants, when the Brewer will require 


twelve or fourteen. Fhe Diſtiller can manage his 


Buſineſs with five Horſes, but the Brewer cannot 


compleat his, under twenty, or upwards. The 
Diſtillers Buſineſs may not require above an hun- 


dred or hundred and fifty Pipes; but the Brewers 
Commodities cannot be contained under leſs than 
four or five thouſand Butts, beſides a large Num- 
ber of ſmaller Caſks. It is likewiſe preſumed the 
Legiſlature in his late Majeſty King William's 
Reign, encouraged Diſtillation chiefly on account 
of their conſuming ſmulted, ſprouted, muſty, and 
coe vel d Grain, as unfit for other Uſes; and this, 
on all Occaſions, has been made a Pretence for 
continuing their Trade. However, if the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons will be pleaſed to 
fatisfy themſelves in this Particular, by an En- 
quiry at Pucenbitb, Bear-Key, &c. it will in all 
Probability appear the beſt Malts are uſually pur- 


chaſed for that purpoſe. 


But this is not all; the large Quantities of all 


| forts of Meal and unmalted Corn, it is to be 


feared will amount to Three fifths of the whole; 
to the great "Diſadvantage of the Revenue upon 
Malt, the Impoſition on the ge, and 
conſequently on the whole Body of the People. 


For 


[23] 


' For Maltid Cars, after it Rach {abies the; 


Water in ſteeping, and laid in the Couch to heat, 


as well as on the Kiln to dry; I ſay, by theſe | 
Heats the Salts will exhale (eſpecially the vola- 


tile) and conſequently Part of the Spirits; there- 
fore crude or unmalted Corn and Meal will pro- 
duce more Spirits, than malted. 

The Law likewiſe directs, that all ZLow-Wires 
ſhall be rectified, which in fact are ſo; but not 


according to the true Intent and Meaning of the 


ſaid Acts, becauſe they are properly rectified by 
the Compound Diſtiller only: Neither can it be 

ſuppoſed that a Body of Waſh, from One to 

Three thouſand Gallons, ſhould at the firſt 

coming down of the Still, produce Eow- Wines 

only, which requires Rectification, becauſe they 
are not Proof. 


On the contrary, the firſt coming down of the 
Still produces Proof Spirits, in proportion to the 


uality and Quantity of Liquor from whence 
= are extracted ; thek they ſtore immediately 
as ſuch; and is a principal Reaſon the Officer 
ſeldom or never can make a Charge from his Gage 
of Lou-Nines, but more frequently on the Pre- 


ſumption of one fourth Part 6f the Waſh, as the 


Law provides in ſuch Caſes. - | 
This leads me to another doubtful Cafe, that 
is, Whether in their Brewing they cannot extract 
the Salts and Spirits from any Grain, with Three 
fourths of the Waſh, as before is eſtimated ; be- 
ing in proportion to four Barrels and a Firkin 
(Beer Meaſure) per Quarter; which, if ſo (as may 


be reaſonably believed) the aforefaid eſtimated 


Quantity of Malt would by Calculation only pay 
330. 105. 9 d. Duty to the Crown, inſtead of 4.4 J. 
145, 64d, However, in this Caſe I appeal to 
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fome more able and competent Judge; tho' my 
Reaſon leads me firmly to believe it. by 
Jo theſe Practices, they give the ſpecious Title 
of Improvements in Trade ; which are indeed 
very advantageous to them, but no leſs diſadvan- 
tageous to the Publick, and their Fellow Sub- 
jects the Brewers, on whoſe Welfare the Inland 
Trade, Revenues, and Landed Intereſi of the 
united Kingdom is more nearly and immediately 
concerned in. | 


The Compounder likewiſe takes his Advan- 


tages, in being allowed to reduce his Proof Spirits 


by Common Water, which we ſuppoſe to be in the 


general One fifth: This impares the Revenue 20 


Per Cent. and many (if not all) have Digeſted 
Quicłtlime, or other Alkalies, which enflames the 


Spirits, in order to draw the longer Lengths : 


Theſe likewiſe cauſe an Ebulition upon any vio- 
lent Motion, and gives them a Grace like Proof 
Spirits. And though they linify them by Bran, 

Sc. (which allo forwards the Ferment, as Oil or 
Tallow in Soap) yet of conſequence they muſt be 

very prejudicial to many thouſands of His Maje- 
ſty's Subjects. 8 


And in order to explain his Profits more fully, 
let us ſuppoſe he purchaſes 1095 Gallons of Proof 
Spirits, after the Rate of 23 J. per Tun, or 22 d. 

per Gallon, equal to 1001. intrinſick Value, and 

excluſive of One fifth by common Water: And 

with that Addition he ſells Two thirds of them 
at 2 5. 6d. per Gallon, Wholeſale ; the Difference 

is 8 d. per Gallon, or 291. 45. per Cent. and pro- 
vided he ſells the other One third Retale, at 45. 
per Gallon, or three Half-pence per Quartern, he 


47 l. 
: 


4 0 
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471.9 5. and in the Whole, 96 and a half er 
Cent. Im : | 

NB. The Brewer is ſubjefted to greut Loſſes in 

Relurn'd Drink, to which the Diſtiller is not. 


As was obſerv'd above, the Diftiller, to evade 
the Malt Duty, has found the Art to draw his 


J Spirits from Unmalted Wheat and Barley. — Now, 


four Buſhels of Barley, and two Buſhels of }/bear, 
ſuch as they uſe, will weigh more than eight 
Buſhels of the beſt Malt that is made.—And ſup- 
poling they can draw Spirits from each in propor- 
tion to their reſpective Weights (as it is found by 
Experience, that much more Spirit is drawn 
from a Quarter of Wheat, than from a Quarter 
of Malt) Then here is a Loſs to the Farmer of 
a fourth Part of the Conſumption of his Corn, 
beſides the Loſs to the Government on the Un- 
malted Corn; which Loſs comes to- 


And whereas the Diſtillers ſay they uſe Barley, which 


is ſo bad that the Maliſter cannot make Malt of 
it This, on further Inquiry, proves to be falſe, for 
this plain Reaſon, T har it is found by Experience, 
that any Barley, tho? never ſo coarſe, will grow, 
if ſown in the Ground, except the Mowburnt, 
which is of little Value to the Diſtillers them- 
ſelves; and any Barley that will grow when 
_ will make Malt. | 


3 A further Injury done by the Diſtillers to the 


Farmer is, that they employing a few Mil- 


lers to buy the greateſt Part of their bad Corn, 
there are, by this means, but a few Bidders in 
the Market, and ſo they can ſet the Price upon 
the Farmers; whereas, were the Diſtiller to uſe 
XZ all Malted Corn, the Farmer would thereby 
have a much greater Number of Bidders in the 


Markets, 


[ 26 
Markets, and conſequently get a better Price for 
his Grain. Which, added to the Articles above- 
mentioned, the Decreaſe i in the Demand of Hleſb- 
Meat and Bread, beſides Butter and Cheeſe, and 
the Loſs of a Third at leaſt of the Labour of the 
People, it may be juſtly and fairly reckoned a 
Loſs of above 1, ooo, Cool. per Annum to the 
Landed Intereſt, and this by the Diſtillery in London 
only : And in this Calculation I have allowed 
the Diſtiller to buy of the Farmer as much bad 
Grain as amounts to 200,000 J. per Annum ; 
which I believe will be granted by themſelves to 
be _ enough : But taking it for granted that 
they buy 400,000 J. of all kinds of Grain, and 
then the Loſs to the Landed Intereſt will be at 
5 leaſt 800, ooo J. per Annum. 

I ſhall mention another Article, by which the 
| Farmers are great Sufferers; and that is by the 

' prodigious Numbers of Hogs fed by the Diſtillers 

Waſh. That ſingle Article is 10 J. a Year Dif- 

ference to a Farmer who rents 100 J. per Ann. in 
Shropfhire and other Countries, where great Part 

of the Rent is made out of Hogs. 

Inſtead of ſending them Fat, as they uſed to 
do formerly, they are now ſent as Stores; the Di- 
fillers feed them cheap, and can and do contract 

with the Navy at a lower Price than the Farmer 
can poſſibly do. 

How eee ſuch Food may be for his Ma- 
jeſty's Sailors, I will not take upon me to lay ; 
bat ſure this can never be er Promoting the 
Landed Intereſt. 

And here my great Regard to the Landed In- 
tereſt, which I have had much at heart in treating 
of this Affair, puts me upon taking notice of an- 
other Method of feeding Hogs in and about the 
City, 120 with Blood, Guts of Fowls, and even 

| the 
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the Fleſb of dead Horſes, and other Cattle that die 


of Diſtempers. 

I can never think chat this can be wholeſome 
Diet, and I can't but with His Majeſty, as well 
as my Fellow Citizens, would buy no other Pork 
but what is fed-in the Country or near the Town 
with Grains, Whey, boil'd Barley, and ' Peaſe, 
which is the Natural and Proper Lampen for 


the Farmers bad Corn.“ 


But, ſay they, the Diſtillers will take off all 


our bad Malt and Barley, however Damaged, Sad 


pay ready Money for it. 
But then it is at their own Price. . 
The Caſe in Anſwer to the Argument of the 
Diſtillers may be thus ſtated When Malt and 
Barley bore a good Price in the Market, Beans 


and Peaſe, I mean Hog-Peaſe, were generally in 


Proportion. For Examples. when Brewers Malt 
was at 255. to 28 or 39/8. Diſtillers Malt ſold from 


95.to13s. and ſa _—_— that Brewers Malt be 


from 165. to 24 5. Diſtillers Malt, in proportion, 
cannot exceed 95. Hog-Peaſe ſuppoſe are 175. 
the loweſt ; -I would aſk any Farmer, whether 
an equal Quantity of Malt will not make a Hog 


as ſoon fat as the ſame Proportion of Peaſe ? 


If ſo, the Profit is double to the Farmer, by 
uſing his cheapeſt Commodity himſelf, and car- 
rying the beft for the higheſt Price to Market. 


And then he may ſell his Peaſe from 17 5. to 23 5. 


a Quarter, and keep his Malt at 95. and 10 5. to 
teed his Poultry and Pigs. 


Here a late Pamphleteer has the Aſſurance to 1 in An- 
ſwer to this, p. 39. That a Farmer can't ſat his Bacon under 
5 d. per Pound; when it is notorious that the beſt Weſs: norland 
or Yorkſhire Haris have been bought at the Retailers in London 
tor Four- pence Hut- penny or F.ve-pen-c per Pound. — Judge, 
whether it is worth while to take any fut ther Notice of ſuch 


2 Writer! ? | 
E. 2 And 
| 0 
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And I have heard it often affirmed, that a 
uarter of Barley ground, and made into Balls 


' with Graves or other Kitchen-ftuff, will go farther 


in feeding Fozols and Hogs, than a Quarter of 
Peaſe or Beans. 

But pray, how do the Farmers in the North 
and Weſt of England pay their Rents? As well 
as the more Southern ones, I believe, and yet they 
have not ſuch gainful Ways (as they are pretended 
to be) of diſpoſing of their bad Grain. 

The Truth 1s, "the Diſtillers have made uſe ſo 


Jong of flattering and deceitful Arguments, that 


they have almoſt perſuaded the Farmer that they 
are really true, and that he will not be able to 
pay his Rent without making ready Money of 


the worſt of his Commodities, which they have 


perſuaded the Yealthier Farmers to believe are 


worth but a Trifle, and that it can be 5 in no 
other way. 

This Argument ſuits very well with the Rich 
and Lazy, "and frightens the Poor Induſtrious 
ones, —T hat if thoſe who have great Stocks are 
for ſelling off their damaged Commodities for a 
Trifle, they mult follow their Example, and Lake 
what they can get. 

I muſt alſo take notice, that if the Increaſe of 
the Diſtillery goes on as it has done for late Years, - 


thoſe Eſtates that depend upon the Growth of 
Hops, muſt ſink very much; for the Demand 


from the Brewers will certainly be leſs, which 
will not be felt ſo ſenſibly, till hey have ſold their 
great Stocks of Ale and Strong Beer that lie by 
them: And this directly and nearly affects the 
Landed Intereſt. | 

If our Farmers would return to their ancient 


Simplicity in Drefing, Eating and Drinking, with- 


ut one Dian in the Kingdom, they would 


be 


— * 


„ 
be enabled to pay their Rents better than they do 
now. . 5 . . 

Eaſe and Luxury are come to ſuch a Height, 
eſpecially in the Southern Countries, that hardly 
any thing but Tea and Coffee will go down with 
them and their Families; and a Dram to prevent 

the Colick, recommended by their favourite 
Friend the Diſtiller, makes them doſe away the 
Morning, and often the whole Day, very com- 
fortably. LY of 3 
Their Servants love to imitate their Betters, 
and have convenient Houſes planted thick in 
every Village, where they may have Gin in ex- 
change for Coals, Candles, Small-Beer, Bread and 
Cheeſe, and Meat, which they have not Stomachs 
to eat. How fit theſe poor Wretches are to 
do a Day's Work, I leave any body to imagine, 
and yet they expect as great, if not greater 
Wages. | | | | 
Ina little Time they will forget to brew, and 
good old Engliſh Beer and Ale be out of Faſhion in 
a Country Farmer's Houſe, where, inſtead of his 
Table filled with chearful Children round it, you 
will find a Side-Board adorn'd with a Tea-Pot, and 
Cbina-Diſbes, in the Center of which ſtands a 
Punch-Bowl ; a weak Child or two troubled with 
Nervous Diſorders, in one Corner, and the good 
Man and his Wiſe in their arm*d Chairs, afflicted 
with the Dropſy, or ſome other Chronical Diſtem- 
per, complaining of the Cheat ne of Corn, and the 

Badneſs of the Times. 

' Theſe are ſome of the noble Effects of Cordials 
and Diſtilled Waters, ſent down to them in return 

for their bad Barley and Malt. And indeed if Lazi- 
neſs increaſes, the Ground will produce little elſe. = 
 gure we may be allowed to think that at leaſt 
ſo great a Bleſſing does not wait upon the 2 
| | Sloth 
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Slothful, Luxurious Perſon, as it does bn the In- 


Auſtrious, Sober, Religious Farmer; —— * 


Who has a Head clear from the Fumes of theſe 
noxious Spirits, and a Heart lifted up in grateful 
Acknowledgments to his Creator for what he has, 
and depends upon Providence for the Continuance 
and Improvement of it; whilſt he contentedly 
enjoys the Fruits of his Labours without turning 


them into Occaſton of Sin; without deſiring to 


be a Gainer, by the Ruin of the Souls and Bodies 


of ſo many of his Fellow Creatures; this Man is 
much likelier to pay his Rent well, than the other; 
to have honeſt Servants ; live many happy Years, 
and leave à healthy ftron Race behind _ to fol- 
low his worthy pl ; 

England muſt return to its ancient Frugality, 
or it will ſuffer both | in her Trade and in the Landed 


Intereſt. 
Thrift, good "OP Wil BY and Sebriaty, are Vir- 


tues which render a Country Rich and Powerful. 


What is true in private Perſons, will hold as to 


the Community. There is (as a very great 
* Author obſerves) a Degree of Expence which 


„ no Nation can exceed without utter Ruin, and 
te the Publick may become a Bankrupt, as well 
ce as a private Perſon. Whatever Nation is at a 


„ greater Expence than a juſt Balance (which 


< ariſes from its Exchange with other Places of 
& its Natural and Artificial Products) will as 


C ſurely be ruined in time, as a Private Perſon, 


e ho every Year ſpends more than the Income 
« of his Eſtate.” 

That Private Vices are Publict Benefits, will be 
found to be the moſt unpolitick, as well as wicked 
Saying in the Wor! 

It was Thrift, Sobriety, and Pirtue that laid at 
firſt, and continued ſo long the Grandeur of the 
Roman 
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e any other Temptations which m 


1371 


Roman Empire; when they loſt their firſt Simpli= 8 


city, and ſunk. into Effeminacy and Luxury, they 
On became 4 Prey to the moſt barbarous Na- 


7 ſhall end this Point, with? a Paragraph from 
a Sermon preach'd laſt Year, before the Truflees 
of the Lower Infirmary at Weſtminſter, by the 
Right Reverend Dr. SHERLOCK, Lord Biſhop of 
Saliſbury. 

. would. imagine (ays his Lordſhip) that 
„% Man who wanted Food and Raiment, and all 
c other Neceſſaries of Life, was pretty well ſe- 
« cured againſt the Exceſſas of N Liquors, or 
exhauſt his 

« little Stock, and leave him unable to provide for 
& his Wants. 

« But the Caſe is far otherwiſe. 

„ FThe General Corruption of Manners too plain- 

< ly to be ſeen in the Country, has ſpread among 
« the Loweſt, and Neceſſ ity itſelf is grown Luxu- 
« 7104s. 
It is very much to be lamented, that ſo much 
«© Art and Skill has been ſhewn of late Years, -t9 
*« make Druukenneſs the Cheapeſt of all Vices ; for 


e it has already made it the commoneſt, and let in 


e all the Vices W follow the Exce/s upon the 
e pooreſt of our People, who were formerly ſo 
« far happy in their Poverty, that their Want ſer 
« cured them from many Vices, to 92 their 
& Richer Neighbours were nn *. 16, 
Quarto. 8 8 
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PHYSICAL ACCOUNT 
| Of the Nazurs of all 


| Diftilled 8 pirituous Liquor 5 


977 Promiſed i in the 1 a Phy- 
ical Account of the Nature of all 
Spirituous Diſtilled Liquors, and the 
Effects that they have upon Human 

Bodies, grounded upon the Expe- 
riments of a very Curious Gentleman, to whom 
the learned World, and eſpecially the Phyſi- 
cians, have been indebted for many nice and 
uncommon Obſervations; I have alſo had the 


Opinion of two or three eminent Phyſicians in 
Town: Bur if any Doubt is made in relation 


to the poiſonous Qualities of theſe Diſtilled Spi- 
rits, it is heartily wiſhed that the College of 
PHYSICIANS might be called upon, to give 
their Sentiments. 


CHYMISTs, 


— 


1 TH 
XZ Cuvutisrs, who have diſtilled and rectified 
XZ theſe Spirits ſo: high, as to feparate them, as 
much as may be, from their more watery 
Parts, have found, that on all poſſible Trials, 
all Diſtilled Fermented Spirits are the ſame; whe- 
ther diſtilled from the fermented Juice of 
= Grapes, or from Corn, Grain, or other fermented 
Fruits. | 1 


The Truth of this appears from hence: 

Put ſmall Pieces of Raw Fleſb into any of 
theſe Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, whether Brandy 
alone, or any Compoſition mixed with it, as 
Orange Brandy, Ratiſia, Cinamon Water, Citron 
Water, Plague or Surfeit Water; and it has been 
found by repeated Trials, that theſe all harden 
it, after having lain in ſome Time. 

A plain and obvious Proof, that ſince they 
all have the ſame Effect on Fleſb, the Spirit of 
them all is the ſame ; conſequently the per- 
nicious Effects of all theſe Diſtilled Spirituous Li- 
quors upon Human Bodies are found to be the 
ſame. AN OE 

It is well known, that Multitudes in or near 

Sea Port Towns are as effectually deſtroyed by 
the habitual Drinking of French Brandy, as thoſe 
are who are habituared to any other Diſtilled 
Spirituous Liquors. 5 

This is the Caſe too with thoſe whoſe Wealth 
can ſupply them with the more coſtly and pala- 
table Cordials. — | | 

They find the ſame Diſpiritedneſs, Want of 

Appetite, and Longings after repeated Doſes. 

The ſame holds true of Rum, which deſtroys 
Multitudes in America, and has even depopu- 
lated whole Countries of the native Indians. 
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And the exceſſive drinking of Rum Punch is 
ke! upon to be the Cauſe of the late great 
Mortality in Jamaica. 

'Yer how common is it to hear Men call Rum 
a wholeſome Liquor? 

It is oily, and muſt be wholeſome, (ſay they) 


| becauſe that if Raw Fleſb be put into it, it will 


preſerve it plump, freſh, ſupple, and /oft ; whereas 
Brandy hardens it. 


And ſo does Rum too, when it has continued 
in it ſome Time, Jooner or later: in e to 
its Strength. 

And this holds good of all other Diftilled Spi- 
rituous Liquors : Some may indeed be more pala- 
table than others; but they are all, in a manner, 
equally pernicious: and dangerous, that are of equal 
Strength; and thoſe moſt deſtruftive, which have 
the moſt Spirit in them, Which Spirit being of a 
harſh, fiery, and acrimonious Nature, as it is found, 
for want of Nouriſhment, to ſeize on and harden 
Raw Flz/h. put into it, ſo it does greatly injure 
the Stomach, Bowels, Liver, and all other Parts 
of human Bodies; ef pecially the Nerves, the im- 


| mediate and principal Inſtruments of Life. 


It is obſervable, that every Thing that has 
paſsꝰd the Fire, ſo that it has had due Time to 
divide and penetrate its Parts, as far as it poſſibly 
can, retains a cauſtick, correſi ve, and burning Qua- 
lity ever afterwards.— This is evident from the 
fiery and burning Touch and Taſte of new-drawn 
Spirits; as alſo from the burning of Lime-ſtone, 
which, though extinguiſhed by boiling Water, 
does ever after retain its heating and drying 
* as appears from the great Uſe of Linie 

ater in drying up all humid Sores, when given 


inwardly by itſelf, or compounded with ſudo- 
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riñc Woods and Roots, and from its Succeſ in 
outward Applications for the ſame Purpoſes. 

If it be true, (as it may be demonſtrated) 
that the Conſtitution cannot be preſerved in 
Health, unleſs the Fluids have a determinate 
Degree of Fluidity, and the Canals or containing 
Veſſels a determinate Degree of Elaſticity or 
Springineſs ; it neceſſarily follows, that ſuch Li- 
quors, as have a natural Tendency to render 
the Fluids too viſcid and acrimonious, and the ſolid 
containing Veſſels too narrow and rigid, muſt, 
Ike Poiſons, unavo:dably cauſe ſuch a Diforder 
in the Anima] Syſtem, as cannot fail to produce, 
if not immediately, yet in à very ſhort Time, 
Chronical Diſtempers of the moſt fatal kind, viz. 
Conſumptions, Dropſies, Faundice, &c. to ſay no- 
thing of Acute Diſorders, ſuch as Pleuriſtes, Fe- 
vers, and the like ; whoſe Symptoms are un- 
doubredly greatly aggravated, and often ren- 
dered incurable, by the previous Abuſe of Hot 
Spirituous Liquors, This will be atteſted by every 
Phyſician of any Practice about Town ;, And 
farther, that though theſe and other Chronical 
Diſtempers, when they happen to temperate Per- 
/ons, are often cured by the Help of Medicine, 
this is hardly ever the Caſe with thoſe that are 
addicted to the drinking of Spirits. 

The Conſtitution of the Blood is obſerved to 
be ſpoiled by it; its Red Parts being conſumed, 
whereby the Blood is impoveriſhed to ſuch a 
Degree, as to have ten times more Serum in it 
than Red Parts: Whence Hefick Fevers, Con- 


ſumptions, and the like Diſeaſes. 


Hence it is, that theſe Spirituous Liquors rarely 
fail ro deſtroy the Appetite and Digeſtion of thoſe 
who habituate themſelves to them; for by weak- 


ning the Nerves, they make them inſenſible. 
T . When 
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When firſt drank, they ſeem to comfort the 
Stomach, by contracting its too relaxed and 


flabby un as alſo to warm the Blood; But 


the Coats of the Stomach ſoon relaxing again, 
the unhappy Perſons are thereby ſoon reduced 
to a cold, languid and diſpirited State, which makes 
them impatient to get rid of it, by freſh Sup- 


plies of the ſame deadly Liquor, which, inſtead | | 
of Curing, dailing increaſes the Diſeaſe. 4 


Whence alſo ſometimes great Loſs of Blood, | 
by the Blood-Veſſels being corroded and torn aſan- 3 
der; or elſe, by being too much weakened, re- 
laxed and broken, the thin fharp Serum eaſily 


- 0uZes through their Subſtances, and throws thoſe 


unhappy Perſons into fatal Dropſies. 


When they are not drank in ſuch large Quan- 
tities as to kill immediately, but are daily uſed 


then, beſides many other Diſeaſes, they are apt 
to breed Polypus's or Fl:ſhy Subſtances in the 


Heart; which Polypus's, as they grow larger, do, 
by hindering and retarding the Motion of the 
Blood through the Heart, thereby farther con- 
tribute to the Fainineſs and Diſpiritedneſs of thoſe 
unhappy Perſons; and at length, by totally 


ſtopping the Courſe of the Blood, as effectually 


kill, as if a Dart had been firuck through the 


Liver. 


There are indeed ſome few of ſo ſtrong a 
Conſtitution, that they can lead an intemperate 
Life for a Number of Tears, without feeling 
any ſenſible Decay. 

Let in the End they uſually pay dear for their 
former Exceſſes, when the Eife&s of theſe 
Strong Liquors vent themſelves in Sickneſs and 
Diſeaſes, and make the unhappy Wretches a 
miſerable Monument of the fad Effects of ane 
W Sin of nnn. | b 
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But theſe Diſtilled Spirittions Liquors have 


more certain ill Effect upon the Children of the 


Mothers that habituate themſelves to the Drinking 


of them, who come half burnt up and ſhrivelled 


into the World: - Dreadful Monuments of their 


Parents Cruelty, Debauchery and Tnbumanity ! 
How many, born with good Conſtitutions, 
have unhappily drunk this deadly Poiſon with 


their Nurſe's Milk ! 


And how many other Children are effectually 


deſtroyed, through the Indiſcretion of their 


Parents, by teaching them in their _ 5unger 
Years to drink theſe pernicious Liquors ? For 


Nature is then under a Neceſſity of drawing out 


very ſlender Threads of Life, when the Nouriſh- 
ment of either 4nborz or born Children is harden'd 
and ſpoiled by ſuch burning Cauteries. 


TheMiſchiefs attending this pernicious Cuſtom, 


with the Prejudice to Children both before and 
after they are born, becauſe it is not commonly 


known, will require a little more Pains in the 
Repreſentation of it ; the Words miuſt be choſen 


plain and intelligible to all, induftriouſly avoid- 


ing ſuch Terms, as, however familiar to Scholars, 
are not ſo to the Sex I am ſpeaking to. Some- 


2 have to ſay to the Mother, ſomething to 
the Narſe, ſomething to both together; though 


indeed what is ſaid to either of the TWS, may 
be applied to the Other; the Nouriſhment, and 
conſequently the Life and Health of the Child 


depending upon both alike. 
t is evident, that Children, Before they are 


born, can have no Nouriſhment but what they 


have from the Mother; Which muſt tore from 
_ * and Dri#k whereby The is nouriſhed 


If 


. 
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| If therefore Child bearing Women are habituated 


do ſtrong inflaming Liquors, the little Embryos 


muſt and will have a Share: and ſince the pro- 
per and chief Diet of Children, ſor a conſide- 
rable Time after they are born, is Milk, a ſoft 
and mild Liquor; a Diet of Nature's own pro- 
viding, agreeable we may be ſure, for that 
Reaſon, to their weak and tender Conſtitutions ; 
we may conclude certainly, that Hot Spirituous 
Liguors muſt greatly prejudice them before they 
are born. Accordingly we might have obſerv'd 
formerly, that the Children of poor labouring 
Women, who ſeldom, if ever, drank any ſuch 
Liquors, were generally more ſtrong and hearty, 


and throve better, than thoſe of Perſons who 
_ drank to Exceſs. 


As for Nurſes, it muſt he obſerved, that their 
Milk is nothing elſe but the Meat and Drink they 
take in, which though they may be ſomewhat 
altered and prepared in the Stomach and other 
Paſſages to the Breaſt, are not ſo altered, as to 
loſe their Natures or prime Qualities: for it is 
Matter of Fact, that if a Nurſe takes a Medicine 
of a purging Nature, it will purge the Child that 
is ſuckled, and that too when it is not ſo ſtrong 
as to purge the Nurſe herſelf : If She drinks. 
burnt Wine, or other Liquors of a high ſtrong 
Taſte or Smell, that very Taſte and Smell will be 
foon communicated to the Milk, which the 


Child is to ſuck. And can it then be imagined, 


that. ſtrong inflaming Liquors will not affect, will 
not prejudice their weak and tender Infants ? 
Yes! we ſee and hear of Numbers of lament- 
able Inſtances of Children coming into the World 
half burnt up, upon the Livers of ſome of which 
are found large ſchirrous Knots, and the ſmaller 
Veſſels of others broke, and other terrible Sym- 
4 N ptoms, 


L 39 ] | 
ptoms, which render them weak and ſickly, 
which often deftroys them in two or three Years 
and it they ſhould ſurvive a little longer, it will 
only be to drag on a miſerable Life, a Burthen 
to themſelves, and a Load to their Country. 

Another, and yet more miſchievous, Conſe- 
quence of the Mothers or Nurſes habituating 
themſelves to Strong Liquors, is, that the immo- 
derate Love of ſuch Poiſons ſeems to be com- 
municated to the Children from the very Womb 

that bare them: for Cuſtom is a Second Nature, 
and what is ſucked in with the Mother's Milk, is 


| proverbial to ſignify a ſtrong Adberence or Love 


to any thing. | 
Thus may Children come to a Love of Strong 
Liquors before they can call for them, or even 
ſee them. However ſtrange this may ſeem, yet 
IJ am apt to think, there is too much Truth in it: 
Not to mention many Philoſophical Reaſons, 
the extraordinary and otherwiſe, perhaps, un- 
accountable Love and Deſire of ſuch Liquors, 
in ſome Perſons above others, and that whilſt 
they are in the State of Childhood, as well as when 
they are grown into Men, may not improbably 
be aſcribed to ſo early an Uſe of them, eſpeci- 
ally in Conjunction with other Cauſes. Dion, a 
Roman Hiſtorian of good Repute, tells us, that 
Caligula's Nurle uſed to rub her Nipple with 
Blood, and made him fuck it with her Milk ; 
and obſerves upon it, that he not only became 
afterwards a Man of Blood, a Monſter of Cruelty, 
but through an inſatiable Deſire of Blood, would 
ſuck and lick off with his Tongue the Blood that 
ſtuck upon his Sword or. Dagger. 2 9 57 
Ihe Application 1s eaſy.— Mothers there 
fore and Nurſes are bound by all the Tyes of 
Natural and Revealed Religion, of Reaſon and In- 


tereſt, 
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tereſt, of Love to Themſelves, or Regard to Po- 
ferity, to avoid all Spirituous Liquors, as they 


would ſhun a /{oay Poiſon, which they are ſure 


will in a few Years deſtroy themſelyes, and leave 


their Hysbands childleſs, and their Efates with- 


out Heirs. 


* 


frequently repeated. It is true, this deadly Li- 
quor does not always deſtroy immediately; nei- 
ther does Poiſon do ſo.— Some Sorts there are, 
as we are told, will kill in Three Years, ſome in 
Six, and others do require yet more 'Time for 
the fatal Operation: Some Perſons have taken 
Rank Poiſon, and by the mere Strength of their 
Conſtitutions have worked it off, as they do a 
Surfeit ; whilſt others are laid down in their 
Beds, and in their Graves too, by one ſingle 
Debauch. Some again have, by Degrees and 
long Uſe, come to bear e. Poiſon, and that 
in fuch Quantities, as woul 


and in larger Proportions, has the like malignant 


1 ; quickly deſtroy 
others: So Drink of a ſtronger Body and Spirit, 


: ? 


and deftruftive Nature; though it be ſower in 


its Operation with che than another, yet in the 


_end 
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end kills as ſurely, though not always immedi- 

The too frequent Uſe of Hot Things, either 
ſolid or liquid, are apt to give a Succour and Ple- 
nitude, for which we often have no Occaſion: 
Heat is certainly neceſſary to all the Operations 
of Life, but then it ſhould be a moderate Heat; 
a juſt Meaſure, - or equal Pròportion of Heat, 
aſſiſts all the Faculties of Life, Senſe, and Mo- 
tion; too much clogs the Mbeels, and the Ma- 
chine or Heart ſtands ſtill for want of Water to 
lubricate its Motion. Hot and Conſumptive Per- 
ſons are generally lean and meagre, and the In- 
habitants of the cold Countries fatter than thoſe 
of the hot: We have a better Appetite in inter 
than in Summer; and Animals that live in Water 
have ftronger Digeſtions than thoſe which have 

the Earth and Air for their Element. 
From theſe Obſervations of fimple Nature, it 
appears, how improper all extreme Degrees f 
Heat are to promote or encourage our Appetites, 

Digeſtion, or Nouriſhment. {oath oc Ba: 

The Exceſſes of hot inflammatory Liquors are 
yet more prejudicial to all the Functions of Na- 
ture, waſting the Spirits, from the groſſer Parts 
too precipitately, and leaving the Body Vapid, 
and as it were Lifeleſs—A Fever, which is only 
an exceſſive Heat, diſhpates all before it, whe- 
ther Natural, Vital, or Animal, quickly exhauſt- 
ing all the Sources of Life, and weakening the 
Body ſo much, that it never recovers till a Calm 
ſucceeds, and by the Help of good: Nouriſhment, 
the exhauſted Spirits are recruited, and Life, as 
it were, called back to. its former Habitation. 
Men of Sanguine Complexions ſeldom live ſo 
long as Men of coo} Temperaments ; tho' theſe 
Fevers are uſually "ry dangerous and ** 
| 5 2 | che 
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the Principles and Spirits of their Life are in too 
violent a Motion to keep long Poſſeſſion: When 


Fire takes hold, it quickly conſumes the Founda- | 


tion, and the Violence of the Motion unhinges 
the whole Machine.  Paſſiontte and Cholerick Per- 
ſons are commonly Neat and Siokly, and a Youth 
of a mild Diſpoſition, ſhall often outlive a robuſt 
Rrong Man of the greateſt Virility. Greatly there- 
Fore are they regargteſs of their Healchs, Who in- 
-ereafe and inflame their youthful Blood by Spi- 
'Yits or other Inſtruments of Exceſs. 


Prom the habitual drinking theſe Spirits, ariſes 


this Train of Evil,, viz. Pulpitations of the 
Heart, Oppreſſions in the Stomach, Synco pes, Ag h- 
mas, &c. &c. all which occaſion great Diſorders 
im the Hotels, and Viſcera, eſpecially the Liver 
and Spieen, the Meſentery, Sweetbread, and Kid - 
neys, in which the Blood-Fefſels - are very narrow 


and ſmall; and for this Reaſon it is, that theſe 


Parts are the uſual Refidence of Sebirrys's, or 
HARD KNorss; Which are almoſt eonſtantly 


found in theſe Parts of the Bodies of thoſe un- 


"happy Wretches, that have been habitual Drink- 
ers of Spirituous Liquors. © e 

Heat and Dryneſs are the greateſt Enemies to 
Fruitfulneſs in the World, eſpecially when the 
Heat of the Blood and Intrails is augmented 
' with ſtrong inflammatory Liquor. A gentle Heat 


is of great üſe in all the Operations of Nature, 


in Fermentations, Filtrations, Precipitations, or 
Infuſions, but exceſſive Heat is an Obſtacle to 
them all. Boil Mat, and you will find it ferment 
no more, as Having loſt afl its Spirit, to which 
the Fermentation was owing. © To refine a Liquor 
by raining, you muſt not put it boiling hot in- 


paſs together. To puri 


to the Straer, for the groſs and fine will both |! 
* 


by Precipitation, ſtay 
| | tt 


8 


TI's 
25 
38 
b 
8 
i 
* 
72 
E 
* bee 
* 
BY 
+» 
= 
74 PE 
42 
38 
* 
i 
Þ 
+ 
1 
— 
2 
258 
2 
2 
"IM 
>. 
= 
98 
. 
Bro.” 
SEAN 
2 
2 
7 
© 
Ji 
* 
; 
ID 
AA 
* 
729 
*Y 
$5 
12 
wt 
1 
= 
BE. 
BA”. 
3 
"p29 
. 
5 y 
5 
44 
© 
N 
N 
x 
125 
i A 
1 
PI 
E. 
17 
2 
5 5 
he 
12 
As 
5 
45 
FOE 
9 
fs 
{5 
Be? 
NE 
os 
FX: 
= 
7 


L 437 


*ill it ſettles, which it will not do while it is too 


hot : Mine is not drinkable, till its firſt Frmen- 


tation is over, aſter which the Lees ſink to the 


Bottom. 
The /alntary Criſis of a Fever, od is only 


a Separation of the Ferment, never happens du- 
ring the great Heat and Ebullitioy of it; but to- 


wards the End of the Fit, when the Heat of the 


Blood begins to moderate. And a brisk Fire diſ- 
ſipates and waſtes the fineſ# and beſt Parts we 


want to make uſe of, by ſeparating them from 


the leſs uſeful. 
It could eaſily be proved, from all theſe ob- 


ſervations, (which were made by a very eminent 
Phyfician,) that Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors are 
the greateſt Enemies to Fertility; For this Rea- 


fon, if there were no other, the Legi//ature will 


chink it worth their moſt ſerious Conſideration, 
how to put a Stop to an Evil that directly tends 
to the decreaſing as well as Weakeing the Breed 
of the Nation, 

The Bodies of Men, as I have prov 'd before, 
are without doubt the moſt valuable Treaſure of 
a Country, and in their Sphere the yrdinary Pæo- 


ple are as ſerviceable to the Commonwealth as 
the Rich, if they are able to work, or are em- 


ployed in honeſt Labour and uſeful Arts; and 
ſuch being more in Number, do more contribute 
to the Nation's Health than thoſe of higher Rank. 


Whatever therefore hinders. the [ncreaſe or 


weakens the laborious Hands, is an Evil of the 
moſt pernicious and dangerous Nature, and ought 
by all means to be immediately ſuppreſſed, and 
totally prohibited. 


That this is the natural and known Effect of 


the habitual drinking of all D:Plled Spirituous 


: nn 1 hope has been evidently proved. 


G 2 That 


[44] 5 
That there is in Fact a Decreaſe in the Bulk 


of the People within the Bills of Mortality, will 


appear from the following Obſervations. 

To ſay, That the Bills of Mortality have de- 
creaſed very much this laſt Year, is little to the 
Purpoſe ; for compare the Total of the Births 
and Burials together, and you will find that there 
is a great Diſproportion between the firſt and 
the latter, which has not formerly been the Caſe. 
How London is ſupplied with Hands, which the 
Country want, I have ſhewn in another Place, 
viz. From the Flux of People from all Parts of the 
Kingdom. I would alſo obſerve farther, from the 
laſt Year's Accounts of Births and Burials from 
the City of Paris, and from many other Cities of 
Note, which I have by me, That the firft exceed 

the latter by ſome Hundreds; and ſo they would 
be found to do in London, if the Common Peo- 
ple lived as ſoberly as they do in Places where 
Spirits are not drunk to Exceſs, 

And here I cannot forbear mentioriing what 
an Eminent Phyſician aſſured me, That in the 
laſt Epidemical Sickneſs in 1933, it fell moſtly 
among the Ordinary People, and that the Medi- 
eines preſcribed had little or no Effect towards 
Curing any of thoſe miſerable Wretches, who 
had habituated themſelves to the drinking of Gin 
and other Spirituous Liquors; and it is the de- 
clar'd Senſe of the Whole Faculty, that if an 
habirual Drinker of Spirits is ſeiz'd with any 
acute Diſtemper, they immediately give him 
over for loſt. — However, they may ſet him up 
for a ſhort Time, his Liver is ſpoilt, and he falls 
into a Dropſie or Faundice, which are Diſtempers 
often cured, when they proceed from other Cau- 


ſes, but hardly ever in an habitual Drinker of 


Prams; and that This was one great Reaſon, 
that 
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that it proved ſo fatal to them. To ſay, That 
Numbers died at the ſame Time in ſome other 
Parts of the Nation, where Spirits. were little 
drank, is no Anſwer at all. — They did not die 
in Proportion to the Number that died in London. 
Beſides, they wanted the Aſſiſtance of skilful Phy- 
ſicians, which Numbers of poor People in this 
City had, and yet died. And ſo it will be found 
in every Epidemical Diſtemper, only with more 
aggravated Circumſtances, the farther the Infection 
ſpreads, and the longer Time the Poiſon has to 
corrupt and deſtroy. the [nwards. 

It is a Popular Objection againſt the putting 
down Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, —— That our 


Sailors canot live without Rum or Brandy, 


I would obſerve, in Anſwer to this, That our 


Sailors, in the Vet Indies die in great Numbers, 


by drinking Spirits. And in Famaica, Antigua, 
and Barbados, where, from the Neceſſity of drink- 
ing much, becauſe of the Violence of the Heat ; 
and from the Want of Madeira Wines, and other 
proper Liquors there, they are forced to drink 
much PUuncH; though Lemons and Oranges 
are in their full Perfection, they are univerſally 
afflicted with Nervous and Morta! Dry Belly-aches, 
Palſies, Cramps, and Convulſions, which carry 
them off in a few Days, entirely owing to this 
poiſonous Mixture. — And this was the prin- 


cipal Occaſion (as I am well informed from 


thoſe Parts) of the laſt Years great Morlality in 
Jamaica. / 

The Phyſicians in Sea-port Towns will aſſure 
you, That few Sailors, who have been habi- 
tuated to the drinking of Spirits, outlive any 
Acute Diſtemper. | 

I believe it would be found much more agree- 
able to them, and a better Cordial to our Sailors, 
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me, that Half a Pint, nay, ſometimes a Pint of 


be obſerved, That there are more Nervous Diſ- 
orders in England, than in all Europe beſides ; 
and for that very Reaſon, if there were no other, 


warmly expoſtulated with the Perſons of wech 


— 
— — 


\ 


[46] 
to have good Engliſh Strong Beer; and where that 
will not keep, ſtrong Madeira or Mountain Wine, 
with Water. 

A late Pam phleteer has made himfelf very mer- 
ry, with the Dutchmen drinking Spirits, and agree- 
ing mighty well with their Healths.— I will help 
him with a great many other Countries, ſuch as 
Denmark, Sweden, Ruſſia, where large Quan- 
tities of Spirituous Liquors are drank, with leſs 
Inconvenience, than they can be in our own 
Country. — Here I will only appeal to thoſe 
worthy Gentlemen who ſerv'd in the late Wars 
in Germany and Flanders, who have often afſur'd 


Brandy, would but juſt raiſe a Dutchman's Spirits 
to a proper Pitch to vent his Fury on the Enemy; 

but it an Engliſo Soldier drank half that Quantity, 
it made him mad, and ſet him a fighting with the 
next Perſon that he met with. It ought alſo to 


Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, as they directly prey 
upon the whole Nervous Syſtem, ought to be re- 
ſtrain'd, and plac'd out of the Reach of the La- 
bouring People, the Support, Strength, Sinews, 
and Riches of the Nation. 
I cannot forbear inſerting in this Place the 
Words of an eminent Phyſician, who has very 


Sexes that are addicted to this Vice. 


Gauer, Eſſay of Health and Long Life 
page 49, &c. 
de They begin ( fays be) with the meter 


60 . 3 Theſe, by Uſe and * will not do, 
e 


7 


ﬀ 
TIaJ 
ce They leave the Stomach ſick and mawkiſh ; 
<« they muſt fly xo ſtronger Wines, and ſtronger 
« ſtill, and run the Climax from Brandy to 
<6 Daraus Naters, and double-diftilPd Spirits, 
cc till at laſt they find nothing. hot enough for 
[4% them. | 
People who have any Regard te their 
c Healths and Lives, ought to tremble at the 
« firſt Cravings for ſuch poiſonous Liquors. 
Strom Vaters ſhould never be taken but by 
c the Direction of a Phyſician, or in the a 
„ of Death. 
„Did only the Pro Aale, the — the 
« Abandoned run into theſe Exceſſes, it were in 
« yain to endeavour to reclaim them, as it were 
to iſtop a Tempeſt, or calm a Storm. 
But now that the Vice is grown Epidemical, 
ſince ithas got not only amongſt Mechanicks, and 

e the loweſt Kind of People, but amongſt Perſons 

of the higheſt Genius, and fineſt Taſte, and the 

*© moſt accompliſhed Parts, and, (Oh ! /ays be, 

that I could give my Conſeiencethe Lie, in 

«© mentioning them) even among the #7 and 

5+ leaſt fall'n Part of the Creation itfelf. 

A Fit of the Colick, or of Vapours, a Family 
Mißfortune, the Death of a Child, or a Friend, 
and a voſual Diſappointment, often give Riſe to, 

and become the weighty Cauſes offuch an Effect: 
A little Lone requires Cordials, which paſs 
* readily down, under the Notion of Phy/ick. 

46 Coraials beget Drams, till they come to be | 

without Weight and 'Meaſure ; fo that, at 

„ haſt, the miſerable Creature ſuffers a real Mar- 
8 + erden between its natural Modey, and the 

great Neceflity of concealing its Cravings, 


and the Mill greater one, of getfing them 
ſatisfied ſome % 
ah Higher 


4 rw — 
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| 1 1 


, Higher and more ſevere Fits of 2 [yſtericks, 
& Tremors, and Convulſions, begot by theſe, bring 
forth farther Nece/ity upon Neceſſity, of Drams 
„ and Gills, *till at laſt a kind Dropſy, nervous 
Convulſions, a nervous Atrophy, or a colliquative 
« Diarrhea, if not a Fever, or a rum. ſets 

& the poor Soul fre. 
+=; Did this bewitching ui actually cure 
< or relieve them, from time to time, ſomething 
„ might be ſaid, to extenuate the Folly and 
% Phrenzy of ſuch a Courſe. __ 
<< But, on the contrary, it heightens and en- 
* rages all their Symptoms and Sufferings eyer 
<* afterwards, excepting the few Moments im- 
% mediately after taking it down. 
And every Dram begets the Neceſlity of io 
more to cure the ill Effects of the firſt. 
% And one Minute's Indolence they purchaſe 
with many Hours of greater Pain and Miſery ; 
beſides the me the Male more incure- 
able. 
„ Tow -ſpiritedneſs, i in itſelf, is no Diſeaſe; . 
* ſides that there are Remedies in Art chat will 
always relieve it, as long as there is T Oil 
left in the Lamp. 
he running into Drams, is giving up the 
Whole at once; for neither Laudanum nor 
Arſenic will kill more certainly, although 
more quickly. The Pretence of its being 
« Phyſick, or a preſent Remedy, is trifling. 
Cordials of any Kind, even out of the Apoihe- 
caries Shops, are but Reprieves for a Time, to 
gain a Reſpite, 'till proper and extirpating 
Remedies can take Place; and are never to be 
uſed twice, the one immediately after the other, 
but in the laſt Neceſſity: And I can honeſtly 
| fay, I never failed of relieving, ſo as to T. 
| cc lte 
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. FF: 
« Life tolerable, Vapouriſb, Hyſteriacal or Hy- 
« poc hondriacal Perſons, who would be governed 
« in their Diet, by the Uſe of other proper Means, 
« if there was a Fund in Life, and no incurable 

« Diſeafe, complicated with Lowne/s. 
«© Thus much the Weight of the Subject forced 

«© from me; more than this, its Di/agreeableneſs 

&* hinders me to fay, *? 5 Ol 


As the LnacnsLaTtuRE are the GuanDIAans 
of our Lives, as well as our Liberties and For- 
tunes, from Them it is that we muſt expect a 
Cure from this Evil, at leaſt to put theſe curſed 
Spirits out of the Reach of the lower Kind of People: 
The Rich and Great we muſt leave to their own 
Reaſon, and to the Advice of an honeſt and 5kilful 
Phyſician, who will aſſure them of the Truth of 
what I have ſaid; and will be able to preſeribe 
ſuch Remedies as may reſtore them to their 
Healths, provided Nature be not too far worn 
out, and they will refolve to forbear indulging 
in what they cannot but be conſcious is certain 
Poiſon to them. TEENS | 
We can do no more than ſet the Danger before 
them, and intreat them, by all the Arguments 
of Reaſon, Intereſt, and Religion, to leave off fo 
miſchievous a Cuſtom: | 
Which deſtroys their Healths, ruins their Eftates, 
| and is often the Cauſe of Melancholy and Deſpair, 
which ends in a Piſtol, or a Dofe of ſome quicker 
Poiſon. 3 | 
And if they have any Regard to Poſterity, they 
will never ſuffer themſclves to be led into the 
drinking of Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, or Cordialt, 
which will certainly have a baneful Influence upon 
their Children, if they have any: 
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For Impotence and Barrenneſs are the natural 
Conſequences of great Intemperance, but eſpe- 
cially of drinking Spirituous Liquors. 


But I ſhall tay no more to 11 | 


We certainly have a Right to confine the 
lower Part of Mankind from injuring themſelves 
by exceſſive drinking of theſe or any Aher Strong 
and Poiſonous Liquors : | 


And this for a very MT" 88 
Becauſe, when they have brought themſelves, by 


© their Debauchery, into Weakneſs, Miſery, Sickneſs, 


and Poverty, the Law has obliged us to maintain 


them. We may and ought therefore to make 
Laws that will be effectual to reſtrain and lock up, 
or place out of their Reach, what neceſſarily brings 


them to Penury and Want. 
Why are there ſevere Penalties againſt ſelling 


bad Meat? Is it not becauſe it is juſtly appre- 
hended that it will hurt the Perſons that eat it? 
And I ſuppoſe it was never thought any Injur 


to the Butcher, that his rolten Mutton, or meaſly 


Pork was burnt, and himſelf puniſhed. 


Will not the ſame Reaſon hold much ſtronger 


againſt the vending a Liquor, which has been 
proved to be the Ruin of 
highly prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Nation 
in general, and to every ſingle Perſon in it, 
except the Perſons who are Gainers by the Diſtil- 
ling of it : even theſe are ſometimes puniſhed by 
their own Servants Careleſſneſs, and their Houſes 
and Stock fired. 


ſo many Thouſands, 


And this puts me in Mind of taking n no- 
tice of the many Fires that have happened of 
late 


2 D 


Us 


late Years, by the flying off of the Heads of 

Stills, &c. 7 
So that I really think theſe are as dangerous in 

a City as Gunpowder Mills. 5 
We canot omit taking notice here, of the late 


dreadful Fire in St, Martin's Lane, which begun 
in a Gin-Shop ; and it is natural to expect, that 


this ſnould often be the Conſequence of drinking 
theſe Spirits to Exceſs 3 for it makes its Vo- 


taries the ſooneſt, and all of a ſudden, the deepeſt 
drunk, holds them the longeſt in the Fit, and 
deprives them more intirely of the Uſe of their 


intellectual Faculties, and bodily Organs, of any 
Liquor whatſoever. | 

The Infection ſpreads far and wide; and if it 
ontinues its deſtructive Conqueſts in the fame 
Mens and to the ſame Degree, that we have 
unhappily liv'd to ſee it advance within theſe 
thirty or forty Years, it muſt needs, in a few 


Generations, infect all Mankind with its baneful 


Influence. | „ | 

For it makes its Way into the World as a 
Friend to Mankind, and inſinuates itſelf under 
the Diſguiſe of grateful Havours ; and under 


the Notion of helping Digeſtion, comforting the 


Spirits, and chearing the Heart, gains Ground, 
and produces direful Effects; and though 
they are ſo obvious, yet few lay it enough to 
Heart, ... 

When the Sachems or Chiefs of the Five Na- 


tions of the Mobawks were in England, about 


twenty-five Years ago, and came to the Meet- 


ing of the Corporation Society for Propagating 


the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, They earneſtly 
intreated, that Care might be taken, that 
no Rum might be ſold to their People for 
the future, becauſe it made them mad, ungovern- 
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ſometimes be afraid, 


flexion ; which being 


_ gating the Goſpel in Forgign Parts, for A. D. 1715. 


| 
. [ 52 | | 
able, and actually killed great Numbers of 
—_— ) Ol TO eTELS 
And the ſaid Society have frequently and pub- 


| lickly complained, that one great Reaſon of the 


flow Progreſs of the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, has 
been occaſion'd by debauching the Morals of 


the Indians, in promoting Riots and Exceſs, by 


the Sale of Rum; during which Traffick, all 


ſober Endeavours uſed for their Salvation were 


rendered ineffectual: And as it manifeſtly hin- 
dered the Propagation of the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, 
ſo has it, in a manner, worn out all Traces of it 
among the lower Part of the People at Home: 
Neither its Threats nor Promiſes will make any 


Impreſſion upon Wretches who have drunk away 


their Reaſon and Underſtanding, who are deaf to 
all Inſtruction ? and if any ſerious Thought of 
what may come hereafter, ſhould force a Way into 
their Hearts, they ſoon drown them, by a new 
Jnundation of the ſame pernicious Poiſon that firſt 


led them into, and has ever ſince bound them in 


Chains very difficult to be broke; Repentance is 
hardly ever in the Power of an habitual Drinker, 
he is never cool enough to think ; and if he ſhould 
N flies to his darling Cordial, 
the grand Preſervative of Sloth, GEN EVA, that 
infallible Antidote againſt Care, and frugal! Re- 
ted, remeves all Fear 
of ſober Thought, and, in a little Time, eures 
the tormenting Senſe of the moft preſſing Neceſ- 
fities : Without often repeating the Doſe, Sobriety 
would, ſome time or other, overtake them ; for 
this Reaſon, they are always ſwallowing, to ſtifle 
their Fear, e N | 


* See Abſtract of the proceedings of the Society for Propa- 


To 


33 ] 
To prevent, as much as poſſible, the horrid 
Scandal and Reproach to a Chriſtian Country, 
of ſending Malefactors drunk out of the World, 
it ought to be mentioned to the Honour af the 
late Lord Mayor and Court of Alderm en; 
„That they have given ſtrict Orders to the 
« Keeper of Newgate (and I hear that they are 
% very well obſerved) not to ſuffer any Strong 
« Liquors to be given to the Felons after Con- 
«* demnation, nor in the Way to the Gallows.” 
And it is to be hoped, the ſame wiſe Regulations 
will take place in the reſt of the Gaols of the 
Kingdom. 15 
And I hear that ſome good Orders have been 
made by the TRUST EES of the Lower Inſirmary 
at Weſtminſter, That none ſhall be admitted into that 
Hoſpital, who are known to have contrafted their 
Diſtempers by drinking of theſe Poiſonous Spirits. 
And I hope the ſame Wiſe Rules will be follow'd 
by the ſeveral Hoſpitals in the City, as ſome Ter ; 
ror to theſe Self-Murderers. „ ns 
The Heaps of the poor wild Indians in New 
England, Carolina, and other Parts of North 
America, ſenſible of the Deſtruction Rum makes 
amongſt their People, have earneſtly deſired, 
that no ſuch Liquors might be ſold to their 
their and that they cannot be anſwerable for 


heir Actions when they are intoxicated with it, 
And to the Honour of the FxusTEEs of 
| GeoRcGci1a, it muſt be mentioned here, That 
they have this laſt Year made an Act To prevent 
the Importation and Uſe of Rum and Branges in 
the Province of Georgia; which Act his Majeſty 
thought proper to refer to the Conſideration of 
a CouMrrrEE of his MajzsTy's moſt Hoxoun- 
 aBLE PRivy Council, who having received the 


Opinion of the Lops ComMmionzRs of n 
1 an 


Mankind. 


[344 

and Pl Ax TATloxs thereupon, and reported, as 
their Opinion, That the ſaid Acr was proper 
to receive his MajzesTyY's Royal Approbation, 
which, with the Advice of his Privy Council, he 
was pleaſed to give accordingly, April 3, 1735. 
And it is not to be queſtioned, but the ſame 
gracious Concurrence will be ſhewn to any Ad 
of Parliament, that ſhall be thought effectual to 
reſtrain nearer Home this terrible Deſtroyer of 

I dare not take upon me to mention any Me- 
thods, that may be proper to ſtop the bold Ad- 
vances of this Monſtrous Evil: It certainly de- 


| ſerves their moſt ſerious Conſideration : All my 


Deſign has been to point out the dreadful Conſe- 


quences of it, which are as numerous as they are 


plain and evident: | 
When inſtead of that Diligence in their Call- 
ings, that Sobriety and Virtue, which uſed to be 


= found amongſt the lower Claſs of People; nothing 


but Drunkenne/s, Prophaneneſs, Diſhoneſty, Curſe- 
ing and Swearing, Ungovernableneſs, and what- 
ever elſe has an ill Name, and ought to be 
dreaded by a wiſe People, as the Bane of Religion 
and Good Manners, and even of Society itſelf ; has 
corrupted the Generality of them to ſuch a De- 
gree, as will make it very difficult ever to bring 


them to Sobriety and Temperance, or to be ſervice- 


able to the Publick, without entirely removing 
the Cau/e of theſe horrible Diſorders. 

The Effects of theſe pernicious Liquors are, 
to all ſober Chriſtians, a Matter of the higheſt 
Abomination : For how often do we hear the 
Name of the GREAT GOD profaned by the 
intoxicated Drinkers, while they are ſwallowing 
down their own Deſtruftion ? — How often 
are the publick Streets infeſted with theſe abo- 
| | minable 


1 
minable Wretches, whoſe horrid Oaths and 
dreadful Imprecations would endanger the draw. 
ing down God's Vengeance on the Kingdom, 
were it not for his infinite Mercy? How 


oſten do we ſee Women, as well as Men, lying 


in the very Channels and Corners of Streets like 
dead Carcaſes, generally without Cloaths to pro- 
tect them from the Inclemency of the Weather, 
or cover their Nakedneſs and Shame? — How 
many Breaches of the Peace, Children imbruing 
their Hands in their Parents Blood; How many 
dangerous Aſſaults and Murders have been occa- 
ſioned by a mad unaccountable Rage and Fury, 
peculiar to theſe horrid Liquors, and occaſioned 
by this Deluge of Debauchery ?? 
I could wiſh this Matter appeared in the ſame 
ſtrong Light to all, as it does to me, there would 
be no need of the Interpoſition of the Legiſa- 
ture; but Intereſt will always be too ſtrong for 
Reaſon, the World is ſo made, and there is no 
altering it without a thorough Change of Human 
Nature. This therefore makes the Neceſſity of 
Laws to inforce thoſe Eternal ones of Truth and 
Reaſon, and to hinder People from ruining one 
another. _ Fe | 
The Neceflity of ſuch a Law we are now 
pleading for; 'and if we can gueſs from the 
Wiſhes and Inclinations of every Perſon not di- 
realy intereſted in it, it is hardly to be doubted, 
but the Wiſdom of the ParLiamenT will find 
out a proper and effectual Remedy for ſo mon- 
ſtrous an Evil, which bids Defiance to the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and is grown too general and too 
bold to admit of any other Cure. Schu 
Sure therefore it is Time to complain, —— to 
point out the Miſchiefs that have already en- 
ſued, and the much greater that we muſt 0 
when 
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when perhaps too late in the next Generation, if 
a Stop be not now put to it. cath 5 
The Officers of the Army juſtly and frequently 
complain of the Infolencies, Murders, and Weak- 
nelſes introduced by an Exceſs of this kind of 
Drunkenneſs, which, different from that of other 


. Liquors, makes them mad and ungovernable, — 


Hence are the frequent Complaints of the groſs 


Abuſes offered by the inferior Soldiers to their 
Officers, which, though ſeverely puniſhed, yet 


are often repeated, with impudent Aggravations 


of their Guilt. | 


Hence we ſee healthy ſtrong Fellows, brought 
out of the Country, in two or three Years time, 


by drinking theſe Spirits, hardly able to mount 


the Guard. | 4 2 | 
Dreadful and viſible are the Effects already 

on the Sea. faring Men, as well as the Soldiers, of 

the Kingdom. It enervates them to ſo great a 


Degree, that in a little Time they will be fit 


for Nothing but a profound Peace, and will hardly 
be able to defend againſt a foreign Enemy the 
Bleſſings tranſmitted to us, through many Ages, 
by the Blood and Treaſure of our worthy Pre- 
deceſſorss *** 
The worthy Gentlemen of the Army and the 
Flet, who have Seats in the Houſe, will repre- 
fent thefe Enormities in much ftronger Colours 
than I am able to do, and no doubr will be heard 
with Attention equal to the Importance of the 
Complaint. : : 
In ſhort, all are in ſome meaſure intereſted in 
the Suppreſſion of theſe curſed Liquors ; all, 
who employ great Numbers of Hands, or who 
have but a few private Servant? 
In theſe Places they are Corrupted, — here 


they are taught to Cheat, or Rob their Maſters. 


Belotted 


|  Befotted with theſe Spirituous Liquors; they 


become, if not Mad and Furious, Careleſs and 
Stupid to a Degree; — Hence are the frequent 
Fires we hear of, Nurſes overlay ing Chil- 
dren, of, which is near as bad, giving them 
theſe Spirits to quiet them, which indeed it very 


often effectually does; and if they do ſurvive a 
few Years, *tis only to drag on a wretched, weak, 
uſeleſs, mijerable Life. | 3 
To remedy this, People have come into a 
by which they have often loſt them. 
I dare ſay, there is not one ſingle Member in 
the Houſe, but heartily wiſhes for a Remedy 


to theſe Diſorders; and ſure it is in their Col- 


lefive Power to find a Cure. | 

When I begun to write upon this Subject, I 
had collected ſeveral other Enormities, that natu- 
rally followed from the drinking of theſe Poi- 
ſonous Spirits, but every Thing I have to ſay, 
has been happſly foreſtalled, and ſet in ſuch an 


_ admirable Light, by thoſe worthy Gentlemen, in 


their Report given in to the Juſtices at the laſt 
Seſſions at Hicks's-Hall, (printed in the Appendix) 
that I have nothing left ro ſay, but to wiſh 1t 
may have the juſt Weight with the Publick, 
thac a Paper drawn up with ſo much Care and 
Exactneſs deſerves. T7 


TI cannot forbear concluding with an excellent 


Paragraph or two, from a Sermon preach'd ſome 
Years ago, by a Right Reverend and Worthy 


Prelate, who happily fills and adorns one of the 


higheſt Poſts of the Church.“ 


* Dr. Ou s, Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, | 


now of Durham, his Sermon before the Reformation Soci- 
eties, 1724. EE NE iT us TT 
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Notion of bringing up their Children by hand, 
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„When the Opportunities and Conveniencies of 


„ Sinning (ſays his Lordſhip) are begun to be 


„ made eaſy, and Publick Temptations are laid in 
* the Way of every Man that is diſpoſed to be 
Vicious, then alſo is the Seaſon for Magi- 
« ſtrates and People, to do what they may law- 
<« fully, to remove theſe Means, and to watch 


* over the Occaſion of a general Corruption. 


The Difficulties and Hazards in Accompliſh- 


* ment of any Sin, have many a time proved 
«© Diſcouragements to the attempting of it, and 


«© have "defended ſome from purſuing certain 


„ Vices, which they have not boggled at, when 
« Matters were prepared to their ands, with- 
&« out their Labour and Contrivance ; — It is thus 


© the Patrons of Debauchery do cater for the 


«« Pleaſures of the wnenterprizing Sinner, and 
«© make it their Trade to remove Rubs and 
«© Obſtacles out of the Way of the Cautious and 


the Lazy. 


« Among the many Complaints of this Sort, 
ce that of Strong-water Shops is none of the leaſt, 


by reaſon they are multiplied in ſuch Numbers, 


6 
6 


* 


and diſtributed into ſuch convenient Diſtances 
for the Deſtruction of the Manners of the 


ro; 


* lower People, in all Parts of the Town 


&« That one cannot but be touched out of 
& mere Humanity, with the Havock theſe 
« Liquors make of ſo many of our Fellow-Crea- 
C {ures ; — More of the common People die 
“ of Conſumptions, Fevers, Dropſies, Clicks, 
“ Palſies, Apoplexies, contracted by the immo- 
<< derate Uſe of Brandies and Diſtilled Waters, 
c than of all other Diſtempers | beſides ariſing 
t from other Cauſes; ſome are burnt up — 


* ſuffocated upon the Spot with the Flame of 


ce theſe Hol Waters; and they that bear _ 
. 66 eſt 
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beſt, feel a Lowneſs of Spirits, which eggs 


« them on to repeat the Potion, and increaſe 
c its Quantities, — 


The Poiſon, is more dangerous, becauſe it 
„ js made to be palatable; it warms the Stomach, 


<« appeaſes the Appetite of the Hungry, and ſeems 


< to enliven the Weary, at the fame time that 
* waſting the Spirits, and preying upon 


„ Life. 


&« A Th ſo plauſibly recommended, be- 


40 f ing made every Body's Money by its Cheap- 
e eſs, and placed as it were at their Door, is 
% a ſhrewd Temptation to Labouring People, 


< who are led by their Appetites to take too 


e much and too often of it. 
As this Abuſe runs into a general Practice 
o 
e for the Conſideration of the Publick, which is 
* by this means diminiſhed in its Numbers, even 
<« to a Degree of being felt; and deprived of 
« the Uſe of many —_ which grow foeble 
4 even before their waſted Bodies fink into the 
« Grave. 


« But They are actuated ſtill by Nobler No. 


c tives, who join, in their r of the 


= Abuſe, the Inroads that are commonly made 


“% upon the Virtue of thoſe that frequent the 
66 Places where ſuch Liquors are fold. 


“ For Strong Liquors are not more the Bane 
of the Life of the Body, than they are of that 
_ . © of the Saul. | 


&« While they inſenſibly abate and intoxicate 
& the Vigour of Reaſon, they inflame the Blood, 
ce and heighten the Paſſions, and ſo make People 
& ready for any kind of Wickednels, to which 

©. their P openſions, Company, or occurring 
& Accidents ſhall invite * 

„% What 
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of all Ages and Sexes, it will be a fic Subject 
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“ What ſhould hinder Men or Women under 
the Influence of ſo powerful an Opiate to their 
Underſtanding, from proceeding to lewd and 
immodeſt Actions, to wild Frolicks and dan- 


gerous Engagements, through which they 
cannot afterwards eaſily break ; from ending 
in Quarrels, Fightings, Murders, of which we 


hear too often ? 


Nothing on their own Part; for they have 


drank themſelves into the Condition to be 


their own Tempters ; Shame, Fear, Prudence, 


Reaſon being all laid aſleep. —_ 
Nothing but want of proper Opportunities, 
which alſo it is ſaid are too often prepared in 
ſome of theſe Shops. OED hp 
c And with theſe Accommodations, how 
unavoidable is the Shipwreck of their Virtue! 
© What a general Diſſolution of Manners 
muſt enſue amongſt the Populace, if good 
People have not an Eye to the Inſtrument. 
with which ſo many make themſebves away, 
and do not labour with the Magiſtrate to 
remove it out of the Reach of the Many, and 


to render it more difficult of Acceſs? ”? 
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PRESENT MENT 


London GRAN D-JURY, 


To the Right Honble the Log Mayor, and 


| the reſt of the Jusricꝝs or OyER AND 
TERMINER for the CiTyY of LonDoN. 


E the Grand Fury of the City of London, 

| W met at the preſent Sons at the Old 
Bailey, to enquire of and preſent ſuch 

publick Nuiſances as diſturb and annoy the Inha- 


bitants of the City, think it our Duty to com- 


plain of the late ſurprizing Increaſe of G 1 n- 


SHoPs, andother Retailers of Diſtilled Spirituous 
Liquors ; which we have good Reaſon to appre- 
hend (if not reſtrained) will be attended with 
the moſt dreadful and laſting ill Conſequences. 


To this pernicious Practice is chiefly owing, 


Firſt, That our lower Kind of People are en- 


feebled and diſabled, having neither the Will nor 
; "LW Power 
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Power to labour for an honeſt Livelihood ; 
which is a principal Reaſon of the great Increaſe 
of the Poor. . F 
Secondly, Servants are corrupted and bribed to 
cheat and rob their Maſters. * 
| Thirdly, The NATION (if obliged to enter 
into a War) will want ſtrong and luſty Soldiers, 
the MERCHANT Sailors, and the Huszanp- 
MAN Labourers : The Children of the lower Kind 
of People addicted to this Vice, are obſerved even 
now to leſſen, and will be proportionably weak- 
ened and depraved; and as the Strength and Riches 
of any Nation ariſe principally from the Number 
of its ſtrong and laborious Inhabitants 3 ſo, con- 
ſequently, in Proportion as theſe are enfeebled 
and diminiſhed, muſt the Riches and Power of 
Nation decreaſe. | : 
Fourthly, To this dangerous Trade, in the 
midſt of this great City, are, in ſome meaſure, ow- 
ing the many FiREs that have happened of late, 
more than in former Years, and may, ſome time 
or other, be more general and fatal. . 
Fiſthly, We take Leave to Spa! to this 
HowouRaBLE CouRT for the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation, — That moſt of the Murders and Rob- 
beries lately committed, have been laid and con- 
certed at Gin-Sxors ; and being fired with theſe 
Hot Spirits, they are ready prepared to execute the 
moſt bold and daring Attempts. —_ 
Sixihly, The daily Increaſe of Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, is owing to the Paſſions being inflamed 
by theſe Spi RI Ts; the natural and common Pro- 
duct of which, is Curſing, Swearing, and Fighting, 
in our Steeets; Women throwing off all Shame 
and Modeſty in the open Day; and in private, 
not common Luſt alone is fatisfied, but 3 
| an 


8} — 
and Sodomy are perpetrated, Vices which have 
prevailed more of late Years than they were 
formerly obſerved to do. 


The WorTuy MacisTRATES of this City, 


who have lately diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſome 
wiſe and prudent Regulations of another Kind, 
would, we are confident, take all proper Me- 
thods of putting a Stop to ſo growing an Evil: 


From this not being done, we have Reaſon to 


apprehend, that the Laws now in Being are not 
effectual enough for this Purpoſe z which, we 
hope, will be thought highly worthy the Reviſal, 
Conſideration, and farther Improvement of the Le- 
giſlature. | 

In the mean time, We humbly hope the 
JusTices of the PEACE, and other Worthy 
Gentlemen in whoſe Power it is, will execute the 
Laws now in Being, which ſubject the Retailers 
of Spirits to the ſame Penalties as Ale-hoy/es and 


Tippling-houſes by enquiring into and puniſhing 


ſuch. as preſume to ſell Spirits without any Licence 
at all; by withdrawing the Licences from ſuch as 
keep diſorderly Houſes 3 by immediately ſup- 

reſſing all ſcandalous Night-Cellars, open to the 
Jooleſt of both Sexes, where They find a Con- 
cealment for their Stoln Goods, and where Rob- 


bories and Murders are concerted ; and by puniſh- 
ing all Perſons, without Diſtin&ion, that are 


found in theſe Houſes, and can give no good 
Account of themſelves. | N 

By theſe ſeaſonable and ſuch other Methods 
as, by the great Wiſdom of this Honourable Court, 
may be farther ſuggeſted, improved, and uni- 


verſally and with Steadineſs and Courage purſued, 


| ſome Stop may be put to a Practice which leads 
(b2] directly 
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directly to the Ruin of many Thouſands, highly 
detrimental to the Trade, Peace, and Welfare 
of this Great CI r v, and of all Degrees of Men 


Middleſex GRAN D-JuRxv. 


E the Granp-Juky for the County of 

| Middleſex, taking Notice of the vaſt Num- 

ber of Brandy and Geneva-Shops, Sheds, and Cel- 

lars, of late ſet up and opened, for the Retailing 
of Gin, and other Spirituous Liquors, which bein; 
fold at a very low Rate, the Meaner, though 
Uſeful Part of the Nation, as Day-labourers, 
Men and Women Servants, and common Sol- 
diers, nay even Children, are enticed and ſeduced 


to 


mg : ds | 
5 Mill. Staples, Jun. Cyprian Randau, 
Jobn Adams, Joſeph Fones, 
Richard Fenton, Thomas Bamford, 
Theoph. Kalmier, Jobn Holmes, 
Henry Duck, Samuel Read, 
FJobn Hider, Anthony Clerembault, 
Geo. Greenhill Jones, Thomas Reddell, 
Benjamin Brewood, Thomas Ruſb. 
David Legueſne, . 
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to taſte, like, and approve of thoſe pernicious 


| Liquors ſold for ſuch ſmall Sums of Money, 


| whereby they are daily intoxicated and get 


trunk, and are frequently ſeen in our Streets in a 


Condition abhorrent to reaſonable Creatures. 
It is viſible, that by this deſtructive Practice, 

the Strength and Conſtitution of Numbers are 
greatly weakened and deſtroyed, and many are 
thereby rendered uſeleſs to themſelves, as well as 
to the Community; many die ſuddenly by drink- 
ing to Exceſs, and infinite Numbers lay the 
Foundation of Diſtempers which ſhorten their 
Lives, or make them miſerable, weak, feeble, 
unable and unwilling to work, a Scandal and 
Burden to their Country. 

But it does not ſtop here ; the unhappy Influ- 
ence reaches to the Poſterity of thoſe poor un- 


happy Wretches, to the Children yet unborn, 


who come half-burnt and ſhrivelled into the 
World, who, as ſoon as born, ſuck in this deadly 
ſpirituous Poiſon with their Nurſes Milk ; the 
barbarous Mothers alſo often give the deteſtable 
Spirits to poor Infants in their Arms : So that, if 
the Infection ſpreads as it lately has done, it muſt 
needs make a general Havock, eſpecially among 
the laborious Part of Mankind, who are ſeen ma- 
nifeſtly to degenerate from the more manly and 
robuſt Conſtitutions of preceding Generations. 

The natural Conſequences of which will be, 
that His Majeſty will loſe Numbers of his Sub- 
Jes, the Publick the Labour and Induſtry of 
her People, the Soldiery will be greatly weakened 
and enfeebled, and Maſters will every Day have 
greater Reaſon to complain of bad and diſhoneſt 
Servants, eſpecially whilſt that ſcandalous Cuſtom 
prevails amongſt Chandlers, and other lower 


Trades, 
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Trades, of giving Drams, making them unca- 
pable of doing their Buſineſs, ſaucy to their 
Superiors, and in the End tempts them to cheat 
and rob their Maſters, to ſupply themſelves with 
large Quantities of this deſtructive Liquor. 
We therefore the GRAND Jury aforeſaid, do 
preſent all ſuch Brandy and Geneva=Shops, Sheds 
and Cellars, where Gin and other Spirituous Li- 
quors are ſold and vended by Retail, as publick 
Nuiſances, which harbour, entertain, and ſhelter 
the Indolent, Diſſolute, and incorrigibly Wicked, 
that are a high Grievance, and of the greateſt ill 
Conſequence to all our Fellow- Subjects, as moſt 
plainly appear by the daily Meetings and Aſſo- 
ciations 4 — of looſe and diſorderly Per- 
ſons of both Sexes in theſe Places, where, after 
they have drank of this moſt pernicious Liquor, 
they are ready for, and actually do ſpirit up 
_ each other to perpetrate and execute the moſt 
bold, daring, and miſchievous Enterprizes, and 
ſhaking off all Fear and Shame, become auda- 
ciouſly impudent in all manner of Vice, Lewdneſs, 
Immorality, and Profaneneſs, in Defiance of all 
Laws human and divine. : 7 
We therefore earneſtly hope, that the Magi- 
ſtrates will unanimouſly and vigorouſly put the 
Laws already made, and which have any rela- 
tion to the rooting out this pernicious Cuſtom, 
in full Execution : That they oy niſh ſeverely 
all Tranſgreſſors of them, and uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to put ſome Stop to the bold En- 
_ croachments of this terrible Deſtroyer of our 
Fellow-Creatures z which, we apprehend, will 
greatly conduce to the Honour and Glory of 
God, to the Safety, Happineſs, Welfare, and 
Benefit of the Nation in general, and of every 
1 Family 


3 „ al 
Family 8 and will be a Means to 


ſecure the Health and Strength of our Poſterity. ' 
If the Laws already made ſhould not be found 
ſufficient to put a Stop to a Cuſtom ſo univerſal, 
and yet plainly ſo deſtructive ; as it is now be- 
come. a National Concern, and the ill Conſe- 


quences ariſing therefrom univerſally felt and 


confeſſed, we do not doubt but it will be thought 
worthy the moſt ſerious Conſideration of the 
Legiſlature, and of his moſt gracious Majeſty, 


the moſt tender Father of his People. 


U 


Foſhua Gilbert, FOREMAN. 
Francis Cockayne, Nilliam Wilton, 
Richard Boyce, Edward Staple, 
Samuel Phillips, James Combes, 
Benjamin Aſhwood, Frederick Cordis, 
William Serjeant, John Hullock, 

David Thomas, Jobn Kelſey, 
Fobn Prince, Fobn Dale, 
Edward Hart, Witham Clarke, 
Henry Rumley, Jobn Barſoot. 
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PRESENT MENT. 


Grand-Ji ury of whe Tee 


To the Right Waorſhipful Sir Joun mr; 
Kt. Chairman, and other his Majeſty*s Tuſtices 
of the Peace for the Liberty of the Tower of 
London, and Precincis 9 . the ſame, aſſembled 
at a General Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace for 
the ſame, held by Adjournment, at the Court- 
Houſe on Tower-Hill, on Monday the 6th of 


| | 888 1735. 


E * 1 for the Len of 
the Tower or Low Don, and Precincts 
thereof, think it our Duty to repreſent to this 
Court, the prodigious Increaſe in the Numbers 
of Shops, and other Places, for Retailing Gin, 
and Diſtilled Liquors, and the many Enormities that 
are occaſioned by its being drank by the meaner 
Sort of People in this Kingdom, chiefly becauſe 
they can be debauched at a very ſmall Expence. 
It is with great Trouble that we obſerve the 
Number of Gin-Sbops not only to multiply in 
every publick Street, but alſo that we find, in 
many Places, it is privately ſold, and that every 
ſeparate Room, in ſome Houſes, is become a 
Place for vending Diſtilled Liquors ; ſo that (if 


not ey reſtrained) we fear the Number of the 
Sellers 
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Sellers will foon be near equal to the Drinkers of 
this General Poiſon, AHA 

The Effects of theſe pernicious Liquors are 
to all ſober Chriſtians, a Matter of the higheſt 
Abomination : For how often do we hear the 
Name of the Great God prophaned. by the in- 
toxicated Drinkers, while they are ſwallowing 
don their own Deſtruction ? How often are 5 — 


publick Streets infeſted with theſe abominable 


Wretches, whoſe wicked Oaths and Imprecations 
would endanger the drawing down God's Ven- 
geance on this Kingdom, were it not for his infi- 
nite Mercy? How often do we ſee Women, as 
E as Men, lying in the very Channels an 
Corners of Streets like dead Carcaſſes, generally 
without Cloaths to protect them from the Incle- 


meney of the Weather, or cover their Nakedneſs 


and Shame ? How many Breaches of the Peace, 
dangerous Aſſaults, and often Murders (of which 


there is a very late Inſtance) have been occaſionꝰd 


by this Deluge of Debauchery? 

The Liberty of the Tower, indeed, is but of 
a ſmall Extent, yet it has its Proportion of this 
Wickedneſs ſo prevailing inall Parts of the Town z 
and our Situation is ſuch, as gives us frequent Op- 
portunities of obſerving the diſmal Effects it has 


on the Soldiers, as well as Sea-faring Men of this 


Kingdom; which, we dread, willenervate them 
to ſo great a Degree, that, in a little Time, this 
Nation will be hardly able to defend, againſt a 
foreign Enemy, the Bleſſings tranſmitted' to us, 


through many Ages, by the Blood and Treaſure 


of our worthy Predeceſſors. | 

Can any thing be more melancholy, than to 
reflect on the Conſequences that mult inevitably 
attend ſuch Degeneracy, in a Nation depending 
on Trade, Induſtry, and Labour * What can 
| | Fel | atone 


Lt : 

_ atone for the Loſs of the uſeful and laborious Part 

of this Kingdom, or recover the Imbecility that 

theſe inflaming Liquors muſt occaſion to the next 

Generation ? Where ſhall we get Servants and 

Perſons neceſſary for Labour? And what can 

we expect from thoſe we ſhall be able to get, thus 

infeebled by the Vices of their Progenitors ? 

For theſe and many other Reaſons of the laſt 
Importance to this Kingdom, We the Grand- 
Fury do preſent the ſaid Shops, and other Places 
where Ein and Spirituous Liquors are fold by Retail, 

as publick Nuiſances, and Nurſeries of Theft and 
Debauchery, which are highly diſpleaſing to 
Almighty God, and deſtructive to the Perſons, 
Morals, and Properties of great Numbers of his 
Majeſty's Subjects. 

Me therefore reſt aſſured, that your Worſhips. 
will exert your Power and Authority, by putting 
the Laws in Execution againſt ſo tremendous an 

Evil; and if the preſent Laws ſhall prove inſuffi- 

. cient to redreſs and exterminate the ſame, that you 
will, as much as in you lies, recommend it to the 
Legiſlature, to provide ſuch Remedy as they, in 
their great Wiſdom, ſhall think proper. Z 


E. Fohnſon, FOREMAN. 


H. Willoughby, William Stephens, 
H. Umphrevile, Samuel Zordan, 


Thomas Page,  Chrifſ. Plees, 
Jobn Sharpe, Abra. Feudwine, 
Fohn Callow, Fobn Batten, 
Jobn Potter, William Verden, 
Thomas Chantry, John Linton, 
Jobn Rothery, Jobn Woodcock, 


James Farley, Nath. Rothery. 
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REPORT 


His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 
At Hicks's- Hall, Fanuary-Seffions, 173 5-6, 


To His Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace for 
the County of Middleſex, in their General 
 Quarter-Seffions aſſembled. 


E purſuance of an Ox DER made at the laſt 
ee held for this County, 
whereby it was referred to Us, among Others, 
to inform ourſelves of the Number both of licenſed 
and unlicenſed Houſes, Shops, and Places, within 
the Weekly Bills of Mortality, and Parts adjacent, 

in this County, where GENEVA, and other Di- 

ſtilled Spirituous Liquors are ſold by Retail, and 

to enquire into the Miſchiefs occaſioned thereby; 

' We whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do 
hereby certify, That by the Returns of the High 
Conſtable for Weſtminſter, and Petty Conſtables for 

. Holborn, the Tower, and Finsbury Diviſion, made 
on their Oaths, there appears to be within the 
Limits aforeſaid, (excluſive of London and South- 

wark) 7044 Houſes and Shops, wherein Geneva 

and other Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors are publickly 
fold by Retail: And although this Number is 
i Fen? exceed- 
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exceeding great, and far beyond all Proportion 
to the real Wants of the Inhabitants, being, in 


ſome. Pariſhes, ar leaſt every ſixth Houſe; We ; 


have, nevertheleſs, very great Reaſon to believe 
it is very far ſhort of the true Number, there 
being many who ſell privately in Garreis, Cellars, 
back Rooms, and other Places not publickly ex- 
poſed to View, and which therefore eſcaped the 
Notice of our Officers; and your COMMITTEE, 
on comparing the Returns of ſome Wards with 
others, and alſo. with former Returns of the ſame 
Nature, are firmly perſuaded there has been great 
Negligence and Remiſne/s in ſeveral of their Officers 
on this Occaſion ; and as, upon Enquiry into the 
reſpective Trades and Callings of the ſeveral Con- 
ſtables, it appears to us, that near half of thoſe 
employed in this Enquiry are Retailers of theſe 
Liquors themſelves, it is greatly to be feared, 
they have been too eaſily ſatisfied in their Enquiry, 
without making that diligent Search, or uſing 
the Means neceſſary and proper for their Informa- 
tion on this Occaſion. And though your Com- 
MIT TEE, in ſeveral Inſtances, think themſelves 
juſtified in making this Obſervation, they will 
mention at preſent only one, which is the Return 
from Portugal-Ward, Weſtminfter by which 
Return of the Conſtable, who is himſelf a Retailer, 
it appears, that only 21 at preſent deal in theſe 
_ Liquors, in the faid Ward; though, by a Return 
made from the ſaid Ward, Ten Years ago, there 
were found go in the ſaid Ward, who ſold theſe 
Liquors by Retail. | = 
In this Number of 7044 are included ſuch 
Huallers, who ſell Geneva, or other Stron 
aters, as well as Ale and Beer; tho' tis highly 
F from the great Dees viſtble for ſome 
Years paſt, of the Brewing Trade, without any 
en Diminu- 


© 
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Diminution in the Number of Victuallers, that 
the Quantity of Strong Waters now drunk in 
Ale-houſes is vaſtly increaſed, of late Years, be- 
yond what was formerly ufyal: And it appears 
by the Conſtables Returns, who have taken Care 
to diſtinguiſh the Victuallers who alſo ſell Spi- 
rituous Liquors, from thoſe who deal only in thoſe 
Liquors, that the Number of the latter conſider- 
ably exceeds the former ; the former, as appears 
by the Returns, amounts to 3209, the latter to 
3835 3 of which Numbers added together, 4939 
are licenſed, 2105 are unlicenſed. | 
It is with the deepeſt Concern your Com- 
MITTEE obſerve the ſtrong Inclination of the 
inferior Sort of People to theſe deſtructive Li- 
uors, and how ſurprizingly this Infection has 
— within theſe few Fears; not only the 
Vicious and Immoral give in to this Practice, 
but thoſe alſo, who, to all Appearance, are, in 
other reſpects, ſober and regular; not only one 
Perſon here and there in a Family, but whole Fami- 
lies, ſhamefully and conſtantly indulge themſelves 
in this pernicious Practice; Fathers and Maſters, 
Children as well as Servants, And whereas the 
Retail Trade of Wine and Ale is generally con- 
fined to Vintners and Victuallers, this of Geneva 
is now ſold, not only by Diſtillers, and Geneva 
. Shops, but by above Fourſcore other inferior 
Trades, as appears by the Conſtables Returns; 
icularly by all Chandlers, many Weavers, 

| ſeveral Tobacconiſts, Shoemakers, Carpenters, Bar- 
| bers, Taylors, Dyers, Labourers, and others, 
there being in the Hamlet of Bethnal-Green 
upwards of Ninety, Weavers who ſell this Liquor: 
by which Means this Temptation, great as it is 
now become, is always near at hand; and it is 
ſcarce poſlible for Perſons in low Life to go any- 
where, 
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where, or to be anywhere, without being drawn 
in to taſte, and, by Degrees, to like and approve 
of this pernicious Liquor. . 
Tour Cou MIT TEE, after having uſed the 

moſt proper Methods which occurred to them, 

in order to know the Number of theſe Houſes, 
proceeded to enquire, according to your Di- 
rections, into the Miſchiefs ariſing from thence, 
and from the immoderate Uſe of theſe Liquors, 
and more-eſpecially of Geneva: And theſe, to 
their great Concern, appear to be of the higheſt 
Nature, and moſt laſting Conſequences, affect- 
ing not only particular Perſons and Families, 
but alſo the Trade of the Nation, and the 
Publick Welfare. With reſpect to particular 
Perſons, it deprives them of their Money, Time, 
Health, and Underſtanding; weakens and de- 
ſtroys their natural Strength and Conſtitutions, 
and thereby renders them uſeleſs to themſelves, 
as well as to the Community: And when their 
Spirits are raiſed by drinking to Exceſs, they 
are often carried to a Degree of outrageous 
Paſſion, and become bold and daring in com- 
mitting Robberies, and other Offences, for an 
immediate Livelihood. „ Tees 
Farther: They who indulge themſelves in 
this pernicious Cuſtom, are thereby rendered 
incapable of hard Labour, as well as indiſpoſed 
to it; their Health is ruined, and their Lives, 
by Degrees, deſtroyed: Beſides the fatal Effects 
it has on their Morals and Religion, being gene- 
rally ſo ſtupified, that it is difficult to find Time 
to give any Advice to ſuch Perſons ; or, if a 
roper Time is ever found, the good Effects or 
Impreſſions of what may have been ſaid, are pre- 
ſently effaced and waſhed away, by a Dram or 
two of this pernicious Liquor, | A 
| „„ With 


„„ 1 

With regard to the FEMALE SEx, we find 
the Contagion: has ſpread even among them, and 
that to a Degree hardly poſſible to be conceived, 
Unhappy Mothers habituate themſelves to theſe 
Diſtilled Liquors, whoſe Children are born 
weakly and ſickly, and often look Hrivel' d and 
old, as though they had number'd many Years, : 
Others, again, daily. give it to their Children, 
whilſt young, and learn them, even before they 


can go, to taſte and approve of this great and 
certain Deſtroyer : And with reſpect to the 


Women themſelves, it has this farther ill Effect, 


That, by inflaming their Blood, and ſtupifying 
their Senſes, they expoſe themſelves an eaſy I 
to the Attacks of vicious Men. 

With regard to their Families, this pernicious 
Liquor is equally fatal whilſt the Husband, 
and perhaps his Wife alſo, are drinking and 
| ſpending their Money in Geneva-Shops, their 
Children are ftarved and naked at Home, with- 
out Bread or Cloaths, and either become a Bur- 
den to their Pariſhes, or being ſuffered to ramble 
about the Streets, are forced to beg whilſt they 
are Children, and learn, as they grow up, to 
pilfer and ſteal z which your CoMMITTEE con- 
ceive to be the chief Cauſes. of the vaſt Increaſe of 
Thieves and Pilferers of all Kinds; and may be 
the true Reaſon why the Youth, for ſome Years 


. laſt paſt, have been obſerved ſooner to grow 


vicious, and to throw off all Regard to Laws 
both human and divine. 

We would here farther obſerve, That, rather 
than go without this deſtructive Liquor, Cuſtom 
having made the Habit ſo ſtrong upon them, 
they will even pawn their own and Childrens 


Cloaths, and cheat by all the Ways and Means 


> ** 
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they cn devife to raiſe Money on this Occa- 


| fion 3 the uſual and almoſt certain Conſequence 
of which is, the Husband is thrown into a 


| Gaol, and his whole Family on the Pariſh. 


And this your Comm1TTEE conceive to be one 


of the principal Cauſes of the great Increaſe of 


Beggars, and Pariſh Poor, notwithſtanding the 


high Wages now given to all Sorts of Work- 


men and Servants. | N | 
And, laſtly, with regard to TRADE, and the 
Pusrrcx WeLyraRey, the Conſequences are viſibly 


ruinous and deſtructive, and will be every Day 


more and more felt and perceived. 


It has been already obſerved, That the con- 


ſtant Uſe of Strong Waters, and particularly of 


Geneva, never fails to produce aft invincible 


Averfion to Work and Labour: This, by nece{ 
fary Conſequence, deptives us of great Nambers 
of uſeful Hands, which would otherwiſe be em- 
ployed to the Advantage of the Publick. And 


as to thofe who yet do work ſometimes, or fol. 
low any Employment, the Loſs of their Time 


in frequent Tipling, the getting often drunk in 
a Morning, and the ſpending of their Money this 
Way, muft very much ſtraighten them, and ſo 
far diminiſh their Trade, and the Profit which 
would accrue from thence te the Publick, as 
well as to themſelves. : | 17 


It appears, as has been already mentioned, 


chat great Numbers of Weavers, and other Per. 
ſons of inferior Trades concerned in our Manu- 


factures, deal in theſe Liquors: And as they 
generally employ many Fourneymen and Artificers 
under them, this Liquor being thus always 
ready at hand at their Maſters Houſes, they 
are eaſily tempted to drink freely of it, — 4 
| 1 cially 


— 
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eſpecially as they may drink the whole Week 
upon Score, and, too often, without minding 


| how faſt the Score runs upon them; whereby, 


at the Week's End, they find themſelves with- 
out any Surpluſage to carry Home to their 


Families, which of Courſe muſt ſtarve, or be 


thrown on the Pari. 


Your CoMMITTEE alſo are of Opinion, That 


the Publick Welfate and Safety of the Nation 


will be greatly affected by it, conſidering the 


ſtrong Inclination in the SoLpizRY to drink 
freely, and to Exceſs, of this deſtructive Liquor. 


Let any Perſon paſs a Shop where Geneva is 
ſold, it is great Odds but that he will find one 
or more Soldiers, either drinking of; or drunk 


with theſe Liquors ; and it is to be feared, the 
Conſtitutions and Strength of many of our Sol- 


diers are already greatly impaired by this perni- 


cious Cuſtom 5 and how far they may be intirely 
deſtroyed, if a Stop is not put to this evil Prac- 
tice, may be worth Conſideration, and is highly 
to be dreaded. EN 


And we cannot here avoid taking Notice of 
the bad Influence the permitting of Chandlers, 
and other inferior Trades, to deal in this Liquor, 


or other Strong Waters, has in this Town on 
the Servants of the NopiLiTY and GENTRY ; it 
being too common a Practice among Chandlers 


and others where Servants are continually going, 
on one Occaſion or other, to tempt and preſs 
them to drink, and even to give them Drams 


of this Liquor; which, we may reaſonably ſup- 


poſe, muſt be paid for by the MAs ER, either 


in the Price, Weight, or Meaſure of the Goods 


they are ſent for; and which, as it does them 


immediate Damage, and, by Degrees, accuſtoms 
| FE} 


them 
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them to this Liquor, ſo it encourages them to 
wrong their Maſters in great Matters; and we 
conceive this* may be one of the Cauſes of the 
great Complaints againſt Servants. EO 
Your ComMMiTTEE does admit, that, by the 
Returns of the Conſtables, 2105 of thoſe who 
deal in theſe Liquors, are not Licens'd. — Should 
it be objected, Why are theſe fuffered by the 
Magiſtrates to go unpuniſhed ? — Let it be 
anſwered, That whilſt they have a Funp, as is 
generally imagined, to ſupport themſelves, and 
the Expence of defending every Conviction lies 
on the Magiſtrate, which is and has been, on 
| theſe Occafians, very great, beſides his Trouble, 
and Loſs of Time, it is not to be expected that 
the Mac1sTRATE ſhould riſque his own Fortune 
on [theſe Occaſions ; eſpecially when it is con- 
ſidered, that where the Party ftands out the three 
Convictions, the ſame, when drawn and copied, 
amounts to above 100 Sheets of Paper. 
Your CoMMITTEE have already taken No- 
tice, That near half of the preſent Conſtables 
are Victuallers, and Dealers in Spirituous Li- 
quors, and the Difficulties they have, on that 
Account, lain under in making this Inquiry: 
And they cannot help taking this Opportunity 
to obſerve, That as every other Trade makes 
Intereſt to be excus'd ſerving the ſaid Office, 


bey are the only Perſons who covet it; which, 


your COMMITTEE apprehend, muſt ariſe from 
ſome Profit and Advantage to themſelves ; and 
they are therefore of Opinion, the Laws againſt 
Drunkenneſs, Lewaneſs, and Profaneneſs, are not 
ſo likely to be put in Execution, while Ale- 
Houſekec pers, and Retalers of Strong Liquors, are 
ll commonly the Perſons appointed to exe- 

; ; | Cute 
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cute the ſaid Laws, and bring the Offenders to 
Juſtice. | Er 
Let it be added, That even the Poor con- 
fined in Pariſh Work-bouſes, notwithſtanding the 
great Care taken, find frequent Opportunities of 

t 


coming at theſe Liquors, there being ſuch great 
Numbers of Retailers, and a Debauch being 
8 be purchaſed with the ſmalleſt Piece of our 
Coin. > | | 
This Evil muft, we think, conſidering the 
_ Greatneſs of it, and the certain diſmal Conſe. 
quences neceſſarily attending it to ourſelves and 
Poſterity, ſome time or other find a Remedy. 
The longer it is delay'd, the greater Number of 
Ketalers will, whenever a Remedy happens, be 
affected in their Trades and Livelihood, and be 
oblig'd to ſeek new Methods for ſupporting them- 
ſelves and their Families. 

In Conſequence of this Remedy, TRADE muſt 
increaſe with the Labour of the Poor; our Sor- 
DIERY will ſtill be renown'd for their Strength 
and real Courage; SERVANTS will be more Obe- 
dient, Honeſt, and Faithful ; and all Sorts of Per- 
ſons in low Life will become more Strong and 
Robuſt, better inclin'd to Induſtry and Labour, 
and be leſs induc'd to rob, and commit Murders 
and Outrages, now too common even in the 
- Publick Streets: In fine, our Morals will be bet- 
ter ſecured, and we may, with greater Reaſon, 
hope once more to ſee Religion, Sobriety, and 
Induſtry flouriſh among us. ES 

Your CoMMITTEE having thus laid before 
you the Numbers of * and Places 
wherein Geneva and other Strong Waters are ſold, 
as alſo ſome of the many miſchievous Effects 
derived from thence, and ſome of the haPPY 

on- 


onſequences * ths to attend the Remedy- · 

> the Miſchiefs complained of, ſubmit to the 

CS fikeration and Judgment of the SeSsIo0Ns, 
W far it ia in their Power, and by what Means 
to ſuppreſs this great and dangerous Evil 3 
or whether any, and what Application to our 


SUPERIORS may be Proper, in order to a more 
effectual Remedy, Wh" . | 


1 "TM 1 Merter, 

*.  FJobn Mi liner, , Wi iuiam Booth, - 
©” Nicholas Fefferys, Anthony Chan'terlain, 
Jacob HV» 1 e T, oſomaker. | 
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